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TICHY’S COLUMN

Back to Free Trade

SPD

Support for Israel
Though critical of some of the 

policies of the Netanyahu gov-
ernment, in an emergency situa-
tion, Germany’s Social Democrats 
would “absolutely” support Israel, 
confi rms the party’s General Sec-
retary Katarina Barley in an inter-
view with JVG. When it comes to 
countering the rise of right-wing 
populists in Europe, Barley says 
that the SPD has an important role 
to play – not least because of the 
party’s long and courageous his-
tory of democratic action.  PAGE 3

Affluence and progress 
worldwide is closely linked to 
free trade. For this reason, ar-
gues JVG columnist Roland 
Tichy, it is almost tragic that 
the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership is on 
the brink of collapse. Tichy 
believes that, when it comes 
to international trade, liber-
alism must regain “cultural 
hegemony” over bureaucra-
cy and regulation. Otherwise 
economic isolationism could 
lead to the return of national-
ism – with potentially deadly 
consequences. PAGE 8

Dear Readers,

This publication supports a 
united Europe, with no ifs, 
ands or buts. Brexit is a blow 
to a free and increasingly con-
nected Europe. There are how-
ever grounds for criticism. We 
acknowledge the EU bureau-
cracy’s tendency toward over-
regulation as well as the prob-
lems of waste and ineffi  ciency. 
But this friction 
is the price for a 
unifi ed Europe – 
a unifi ed Europe 
which of course 
we must always 
seek to improve. 
What the Eu-
ropean Union 
has achieved is evident to all: 
more than 70 years of peace 
and prosperity in the heart of 
our continent. An extended pe-
riod such as this one, without 
war, has never before existed 
in Europe. That alone should 
be worth something.
Nonetheless, anti-EU senti-

ments are on the rise. The ma-
jority of the vote for a Brexit is 
an undeniable testament to 
that fact. Where does this senti-

ment come from? It comes from 
inexperience and recklessness. 
It is not unlike what Europe 
witnessed in 1914, when the 
German Reich dreamed of 
more power and a “place in the 
sun” while at the same time, 
in France, politics and popular 
sentiment were clouded by the 
desire to avenge the defeat of 

1870–1871. The 
result was the 
Great War fol-
lowed by the 
Second World 
War. Today it 
is not war that 
is the issue, 
but “only” na-

tional egotism. But the result 
might well be as disastrous as a 
century ago. Even though three 
generations have passed, that 
trauma still remains deeply 
rooted within Germany. 
Those others should ask East-

ern Europeans what it is like to 
be fragmented and ruled by a 
foreign power. Then they, too, 
might also prefer to remain a 
part of Europe.

 Jewish Voice

 Committed to Europe

Europe must improve, or it will continue to splinter

LOST IN TRANSITION
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Europe must improve, or it will continue to splinter

LOST IN TRANSITION

“  70 years of 
peace and 
prosperity 

After the vote for Brexit, 
the specter of fear is once 
again haunting Europe, 

and especially Germany. This 
fear is directed at Brexit, for one, 
but also at the millions of people 
who are hoping to flee Africa and 
the Middle East, at the prospect 
of a victory by Marine Le Pen in 
next year’s presidential election 
in France, at the murky threats 
being issued by President Er-
dogan of Turkey, electric power 
lines, and the am-
ateurish populist 
Austrian presi-
dential candidate 
Norbert Hofer. 
And most recent-
ly at the diffuse 
and chaotic heap 
that makes up the adherents of 
the German AfD party, varyingly 
described as opportunists, popu-
lists or neo-fascists, depending 
on one’s mood and point of view. 

So must we, as Europeans and 
Germans, Christians and Jews, 
now indeed fear the specters of 
Brexit and the AfD?

Europe has withstood Hitler 
and Stalin, Nazism, fascism and 
hardcore communism – so how 
is it possible that we now quake 
in fear of Mr Johnson and the 
wretched party of Mr Gauland 
and Mr Höcke? It is not Madame 
Le Pen, Frau Petry or Mr Farage 
who wield the true power. Rather 
it is the support of millions of vot-

ers for these muddled, egotistical 
and destructive ideas that has al-
lowed these political factions 
to gain such infl uence. It is this 
knowledge that explains why so 
many Europeans are so terrifi ed 
of these parties and movements 
that they have been sapped of all 
political self-confi dence.

But there is no cause for fear. 
Neither here in Europe, nor in 
the United States, where some 
regard Donald Trump as the 

embodiment of 
Charles Lindbergh, 
a central fi gure in 
Philip Roth’s novel 
The Plot Against 
America, if not as 
the beginning of 
the end of democ-

racy. But rather than wallow in 
neurotic fear, the like-minded 
democracies of the EU and the 
US would be better served by re-
fl ecting upon what their states 
and societies have achieved since 
1945. After years of appeasement, 
Nazi Germany’s war of aggres-
sion and the collaboration of the 
Soviet Union left the western de-
mocracies no choice but to take 
up arms against Germany in 1939. 
Two years later, Imperial Japan’s 
attack on Pearl Harbor forced the 
United States to enter the war.

With the support of the US, af-
ter 1949 a European community 
gradually emerged, fi rst for in-
dustry and steel but quickly also 
extending to the political sec-
tor, which would soon reward 
the democracies of Western Eu-
rope with increasing affl  uence, 
stability and political infl uence. 
In 1973, after initial reluctance, 
the United Kingdom celebrated 
the opportunity to join the Eu-
ropean Community. As a con-
sequence of the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, its former satellite 
states considered themselves 
fortunate when they were able 
to join the EU. 

Brussels does mean bureau-
cracy as well as over-regulation 
and ineffi  ciency. But the Euro-
pean Union is the world’s larg-
est economic zone. It is a guar-
antor of affl  uence, freedom and 
democracy. That is why people 
from all over the world seek to 
come here.

United Europe may take justi-
fi ed pride in these achievements. 
We have no grounds for fear. Es-
pecially not of charlatans. And in 
the end, England will be knock-
ing at our door again. ■

WESTERN DEMOCRACIES

Courage, Not Fear

PAGE 22
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Learning from the past
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Erdogan’s Megalomania
No longer a reformer
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Jewish Intelligence
Philosophers against Hitler

“  No need for 
charlatans 
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By Elisabeth Neu

The decision of the United Kingdom 
to withdraw from the European 
Union reaffi  rms Albert Einstein’s 

despondent conclusion: “Two things are 
infi nite: the universe and human stu-
pidity; and I’m not sure about the uni-
verse.” At this point, there is little sense 
in seeking an explanation for the bra-
vado of British voters. Instead we must 
now address the consequences. How can 
we minimize the negative impact for all 
sides while fi nding a new way forward? 

The Brexit vote has unleashed eu-
phoria among Europe’s populists and 
chauvinists. Boris Johnson’s triumph 
has bolstered the hopes of his spiri-
tual kin, including Marine Le Pen 
and Geert Wilders – but also Iglesias, 
Stache, Gauland, and Höcke, to name 
but a few. It has also lent strength to the 
presidents at the periphery – Vladimir 
Putin and Recep Tayyip Erdogan. They 
all hope that Brexit will have a domino 
eff ect, ultimately ushering in the demise 
of the European Union. If that happens, 
the nationalists will once again be vic-
torious. It was their visions of “a place 
in the sun,” “revenge for Sadowa” and 

pan-Slavism that repeatedly brought ca-
lamity to Europe in the past. 

The EU must ensure this past is not 
repeated – and that means avoiding the 
pitfalls of nationalism. We must not suc-
cumb to the temptation to punish the 
United Kingdom – whether by imposing 
barriers on its trade with the continent, 
off ering Scotland generous incentives for 
its own “Scotxit” from the United King-

dom, or attempting to isolate Britain 
within international institutions. This 
would be fatal, serving only to deepen 
the rift between the UK and the conti-
nent.

The economic impact alone will be a 
severe punishment. Major corporations 
are likely to pull up stakes and depart the 
country. Once the island tastes the fruit 

of its own nationalist egotism, there will 
be no avoiding its sour aftertaste. Europe 
must endeavor to keep the door open 
should the UK seek a return to the Com-
munity. Any fi nger-wagging on Europe’s 
part would only lend further strength to 
pro-Brexit forces, while leaving its critics 
in the lurch.

Instead, the European Union must focus 
its eff orts on highlighting its strengths. 

The EU has brought 
us an unprecedented 
era of peace, pros-
perity and freedom. 
We must emphasize 
these achievements 
and reinforce their 
foundations. And we 
must ensure further 
progress in the in-
tegration of the EU 

and NATO. Taken together, these mea-
sures will help us safeguard peace – and 
in a welcome side-eff ect, help us main-
tain ties with Britain. 

The European Union must also ensure 
that liberty and freedom of movement is 
preserved. At the same time, however, 
the EU must recognize that more work 
must be done to win the European public 

over to the benefi ts of these principles. A 
free Europe must remain a place of ref-
uge for those who are politically perse-
cuted, but the economic and social costs 
must also be shared fairly. To do other-
wise would further erode public support 
for such policies, both within Europe and 
in Germany. The rise of the populist AfD 
party is but one vivid example.

Last but not least, Europe must im-
prove economic prospects for ordinary 
people – and especially young people. 
Countries such as France, Spain and It-
aly are suff ering from intolerable levels 
of youth unemployment, ranging from 
25 to 50 percent. The European Central 
Bank’s monetary policy of “quantitative 
easing” is not a suffi  cient remedy, and in 
many ways is even counterproductive. 
People who set aside money for a rainy 
day must once again receive interest on 
their savings. 

The central challenge now facing Eu-
rope is clear: it must launch a labor-
intensive investment initiative that will 
provide a stable economic foundation for 
its citizens, and especially for its young 
people. It is this foundation that will 
ensure their support for a unifi ed and 
shared European democracy.  ■

BREXIT 

A Future Option for England and the EU
Isolation would deepen the division of Europe 

“  Europe must improve economic 
prospects for ordinary people – 
and especially young people

By Rafael Seligmann

Israel’s future is a matter of con-
cern. Defense Minister Moshe 
Ya’alon’s resignation is a sig-

nal, for the former general did 
not depart of his own free will. 
Ya’alon’s hand was all but forced 
by Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, whose actions were po-
litically calculated. The ministry 
of defense has now been turned 
over to hard-liner Avigdor Lieber-
man, chair of the Yisrael Beitenu 

(Israel is Our Home) party. In a 
democracy, political offi  ces are 
only temporary appointments 
and every politician must and 
should assume they could be re-
placed at any moment.

But in this case, something 
fundamental is at stake. Moshe 
Ya’alon is a man of steely resolve 
who rejects the idea of a Pales-
tinian state as unrealistic and as 
a threat to Israel’s existence. But 
even his fi ercest opponents con-
cede that Ya’alon is honest and 

morally principled. After De-
fense Minister Ya’alon viewed a 
video of the fatal shooting of an 
unarmed Palestinian attacker 
by Israeli soldier Elor Azaria, he 
condemned the killing as an act 
of vigilante justice. This stance 
made Ya’alon, who is a promi-
nent member of the Likud Par-
ty, the target of vilifi cation by 
the far-right – including those 
within his own party. Images 
of Ya’alon’s face in the cross-
hairs went viral on social me-
dia, bearing the caption “politi-
cally eliminated.” These 
actions are reminiscent 
of the campaign of vili-
fi cation directed against 
Yitzhak Rabin, which 
culminated in his assas-
sination in 1995.

Prime Minister Netan-
yahu initially stood be-
hind his defense min-
ister. But as pressure from the 
far-right mounted, Netanyahu 
paid a visit to the family of Elor 
Azaria, the soldier then in cus-
tody pending trial. Although 
Netanyahu took care to off er 
no legal or political appraisal, 
his visit was seen as a conces-
sion to the far-right. Israel’s mil-
itary leaders, who follow a tradi-
tion based on the principles of 
humanity and political loyalty, 
were alarmed. IDF Deputy Chief 
of Staff  Yair Golan warned dur-

ing a Holocaust Remembrance 
speech of the rise of fascistic 
tendencies within Israeli soci-
ety. This warning was appar-
ently issued with the agreement 
of Moshe Ya’alon and IDF Chief 
of Staff  Gadi Eisenkot. The far-
right erupted in outrage, recog-
nizing that the Israeli military 
and the minister of defense 
were refusing to countenance 
their infl uence.

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
solved this escalating confl ict 
by replacing Ya’alon with Avig-

dor Lieberman, thereby solidi-
fying his fragile majority in the 
Knesset – and shifting it further 
to the right. Ya’alon was off ered 
a diff erent Cabinet position, but 
he refused to be bought off . In-
stead he resigned from both the 
Cabinet and the Knesset. His 
announcement made his posi-
tion clear: “I fought with all my 
might against manifestations of 
extremism, violence and rac-
ism in Israeli society, which are 
threatening its sturdiness and 

trickling into the IDF, hurting 
it already.” Indeed, according to 
Ya’alon, this tendency was also 
evident outside the military: 
“To my great regret, extremist 
and dangerous elements have 
taken over Israel and the Likud 
Party...”

Ya’alon’s resignation and 
his speech have reverberated 
through Israeli politics – after 
all, Ya’alon’s knowledge of mili-
tary and party matters is unpar-
alleled. What will be the impact 
of these events? Netanyahu will 

continue to pursue the 
Labor Party, hoping to 
convince them to join 
the coalition and thus 
enhancing his govern-
ment’s international 
reputation. Yet this is 
nothing but a strategic 
maneuver. What moved 
Ya’alon to resign, and 

what continues to worry both 
Israel and its friends, is the 
spread of extreme nationalism, 
and, yes, racism. This must be 
fought with all legal means. Is-
rael still has time to ward off  
this threat. The Jewish state 
must remain democratic and 
pluralistic. This can only suc-
ceed if all cosmopolitan and 
open-minded forces acknowl-
edge the looming danger and 
take active steps to support a 
humane Zionism.  ■

ISRAEL

Danger of Extreme Nationalism
Minister Ya’alon’s resignation is an alarm signal of intolerance 

“  Support of a humane 
Zionism is required
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J ews have always played an important 
role in the SPD … also after 1945, with 
Hamburg Mayor Herbert Weich-
mann, for example. Today only one 

Jew occupies a prominent position within the 
SPD, Mayor Peter Feldmann of Frankfurt …

We are the only political party in Ger-
many that has an active working group 
of Jewish members. Their concerns are 
accorded a visible place within the SPD. 
That’s important to us.

Jews have traditionally been SPD voters, 
and in the US they have traditionally sup-
ported the Democratic Party – that’s now 
changed. Taking a look at Sweden, for ex-
ample, the fi rst act of Prime Minister Stefan 
Löfven was to extend unconditional recog-
nition to Palestine, unconditional … Israel’s 
popularity in Europe is very low …

Of course, within our party there isn’t 
only unconditional support for Israel’s 
policies. And there doesn’t have to be. 
But that has nothing to do with the Jew-
ish people. Within the SPD, there is a very 
clear diff erentiation on this issue, on the 
level of both the political leadership and 
at the base.

The nuclear non-proliferation treaty with 
Iran is a purely technical contract. Is it not 
a black mark that Germany, of all coun-
tries, which bears a special responsibility 
for the existence of Israel, did not insist that 
the deal include a “right to exist” clause for 
all states, including Israel? The “moderate” 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani contin-
ues to pursue the destruction of Israel …

Israel’s right to exist is something that 
our party defends everywhere and against 
everyone. In terms of the deal with Iran, I 
am confi dent that our minister for foreign 
aff airs Frank-Walter Steinmeier has care-
fully considered what is defensible and 
what is not. We should also recall Willy 
Brandt, whose motto was change through 
rapprochement. The choice we face is be-
tween taking small steps or holding fast to 
our current position.

Would the SPD be prepared to defend 
Israel with all its might in the event of an 
emergency?

Yes, absolutely.

Otto Wels’ 1933 speech against the pas-
sage of the Nazi’s Enabling Act, the intro-
duction of women’s suff rage, which had a 
negative impact for the SPD … is the SPD 
at its best when it occupies a position of 
martyrdom?

The SPD was always strong during times 
of social transformation. We’re experienc-
ing such a situation right now. And it’s 
times like these when Social Democracy 
is needed most. 

For example …
The referendum in the United Kingdom 

demonstrates the fragility of conditions 
in Europe. Eurosceptics have been gain-
ing force in many nation states. The out-
come of the UK referendum is new grist 
to their mill, and it is now our duty to 
stand fi rm. Our message must be that 
the UK cannot cast off  its obligations 
while preserving its privileges. The UK 
must bear the consequences of its deci-
sion and leave the European Union. We 
must give a show of strength. Otherwise 
Europe will be transformed within short 
order, with a profound impact for all who 
live here. These are big questions that, I 
believe, some people still haven’t fully 
grasped. The SPD has an important role 
to play. We need to counter the diff use 
fears and anxieties within our society 
by putting forth a positive and forward-
thinking vision. We need to make it 
clear that the changes that currently are 
arousing these fears and anxieties also 
pose opportunities: for example, an op-
portunity to reconfi gure our conception 
of men’s and women’s roles, including 
within the family, to make the workplace 
more compatible with family and person-
al life, and to better take advantages of the 
many opportunities digitization off ers us. 
This would also allow us to take the wind 
out of the sails of the simplistic slogans 
being bandied about by parties such as 
the AfD. Such parties survive and thrive 
by stoking people’s fear of change.

They try to fool people into believ-
ing that we can turn back the clock.
We can’t allow our society to be split and 
divided by ideas such as these. That’s also 
where the SPD has a role to play.

During the fi rst round of elections for the 
presidency in Aus-
tria, the SPÖ and 
ÖVP candidates 
each received 11 
percent of the vote; 
the rightwing can-
didate Norbert 
Hofer received 36 
percent …

The situation in Austria is completely 
diff erent from what we have here in Ger-
many. Austria has been ruled for decades 
by grand coalitions, in various confi gura-
tions of primacy between the coalition 
parties. For voters, that also leads to a 
kind of fatigue. In Germany, by contrast, 
there is resistance to grand coalitions, 
among both the political parties and the 
population. For this reason, grand coali-
tions are always a solution borne of ne-
cessity in Germany …

When it comes to people who may be vot-
ing for the AfD or not voting at all, how do 
you plan to win them over to the SPD?

This has to happen on two levels. The 
fi rst is in terms of content, our political 
agenda, where we’re doing quite a bit, 
even though it’s a long-term process. 
These are people who are mistrustful 
and who are at least somewhat alien-
ated from the political process. You 
can’t change that with a single politi-
cal measure or policy. We’re examining 
very closely what it is that people need, 
and what will make their lives better. 

So for example, we are working on issues 
such as pensions on account of reduced 
earnings capacity, childcare opportuni-
ties that would also help single parents 
remain in the workforce, and other simi-
lar issues. These are long-term measures 
that are urgently needed, and they will 
also help rebuild trust.

The second aspect is how to convey 
our agenda. That is becoming more and 
more diffi  cult, because the way people 
are obtaining information nowadays 
has changed. We need to become more 
innovative and take better advantage 
of digital channels such as Facebook. 
It’s easier for parties such as the AfD, 
for example, to take advantage of such 
channels, since they trade in simplistic 
slogans, fearmongering and other nega-
tive emotions. It’s easier to play on such 
emotions, but we’re aiming for some-
thing diff erent, which is to foster a sense 
of confi dence and trust and to promote 
personal initiative. For that, we have to 
have endurance and staying power.

Before Sigmar Gabriel was elected head 
of the party in 2009, he said that the party 
should also be willing to wade into places 
where, in his words, there’s a slight whiff , 
or even a stench. … Is the SPD doing that?

Yes, we are doing that. We put a lot of 
eff ort into policies on behalf of people 
who are genuinely struggling, even if we 
know that they won’t necessarily vote 
for us in return. One example is mini-
mum wage, which is not an issue that af-
fects the majority of our voters and party 
members. But we believe this is a matter 
of urgent necessity. For one, because it’s 
an important part of the basic values of 
our party. But it’s also an issue of great 
importance for our society as a whole. 
Establishing a minimum wage also helps 
to raise wages up the ladder.

What motivates your own political en-
gagement?

As naïve as it might sound: I want to 
make the world a better place. I joined 
the SPD 22 years ago. At the time, I nev-
er imagined that I might one day make 
politics my career…

… and power – 
 … that didn’t play a role for me … 

 … what about today? 
I think I have a very female approach in 

that respect: not power for power’s sake, 
but the power to create change …

 
 … like Maggie Thatcher… or Golda Meir …
I need power if I hope to create change. 

It’s very nice to be where I am now, and 
to have this opportunity to shape things 
and make a diff erence. It would make me 
very happy to know that I’ve done my part 
to make the world a better place.  ■

 Katarina Barley talked to JVG editors 
Elisabeth Neu and Rafael Seligmann at the 
SPD headquarters in Berlin

SPD SECRETARY GENERAL

I Want to Make the World a Better Place
Katarina Barley on German elections, the female approach to power, Israel and Iran
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“ We put a lot of effort into policies 
for people who are struggling

With Willy Brandt in the background

JVG



By Stephan Webinger

The strategy for engaging with 
Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan depends a great 
deal on our assessment of his 

long-term goals. Is he amenable to com-
promise? Or is Erdogan behaving like a 
wolf in sheep’s clothes, while gradually 
revealing his true nature? Berlin contin-
ues to want to hold fast to its belief in the 
good in Erdogan. But that is idealistic, in 
the least.

Germany’s refugee deal with Turkey, 
intended to stop refugees from venturing 
to cross over the Mediterranean toward 
Europe, has brought Berlin into a diffi  -
cult situation. Germany’s policies toward 
Ankara are now coming under attack 
both by leftist supporters of its liberal 
refugee policies as well as by conserva-
tive critics. The former say that the deal 
represents a turn away from Germany’s 
policy of welcoming refugees. The latter 
say Germany’s openness toward refugees 
has placed such a strain on the country 
that it is has now become dependent on 
the help of autocrats such as Erdogan. 
The result, they say, is that Berlin has be-
come vulnerable to blackmail.

Both are true. The problem became 
strikingly apparent when the German 
chancellor decided to intervene in the 
Jan Böhmermann aff air. The German co-
median had broadcast a scurrilous poem 
about Erdogan. The Turkish President 
was outraged and demanded that the 
satirist be prosecuted. The poem clear-
ly has little artistic merit, but it is not 
artistic merit that is at issue here. In a 
country governed by the rule of law, it 
is the courts that determine the limits of 
the permissible. As a private individual, 
Erdogan was free to fi le suit against Böh-
mermann – and he did. But the German 
government itself crossed the line by 
then launching an investigation into the 
satirist, citing the outdated paragraph 
103 of the German penal code, a “lèse-
majesté” law that protects foreign heads 
of state from insult. 

One encouraging sign, however, was 
the German Bundestag’s courageous 
and nearly unanimous Armenia geno-
cide resolution. The lower house of 

parliament voted to condemn the Ot-
toman-era massacres of Armenians in 
1915 and 1916 as genocide. Moreover, the 
parliamentarians emphasized Germany’s 
complicity in the genocide, noting that 
Germany had watched and allowed the 
massacres to happen. A quarter-century 
later Hitler would cynically cite this as 
justifi cation for the Holocaust, saying to 
a group of followers, “After all, who today 
remembers the Armenians?” 

Ethnicity rules the policy

After the vote, Erdogan attacked the 
eleven German parliamentarians of 
Turkish descent who backed the resolu-
tion, calling them traitors. President of 
the Bundestag Norbert Lammert minced 
no words, denouncing Erdogan’s attacks 
as a “complete breach of a taboo.” In Ger-
many, policymakers go to great pains to 
ensure that Germans 
who hail from immi-
grant backgrounds 
are not treated as 
second-class citi-
zens. But in Tur-
key, Erdogan rides 
roughshod over the 
concept of citizen-
ship and believes he 
has the right to lay 
claim to Germans 
with Turkish roots 
as his own. In Ger-
many, integration 
of immigrants is a 
democratic goal. At the very same time, 
however, Erdogan is permitted to hold 
rallies in Germany in which he warns “his 
Turks” of the dangers of “assimilation”. 
Why German politics has allowed Erdo-
gan to cross the line repeatedly in this 
way is incomprehensible. But we must 
not let Erdogan’s attacks pass without 
response, especially when he dared to 
attack Germans of Turkish decent – who 
are elected members of the German par-
liament, no less – by accusing them of 
having “tainted blood”. This is an out-
rage. The death threats that have been 
made against German-Turkish members 
of parliament, including Green party 
leader Cem Özdemir, are a direct result 

of Erdogan’s slander. The eleven mem-
bers of parliament are now under police 
protection. 

It is time now to set limits with Erdo-
gan. Putin showed what language Erdo-
gan speaks: it is the language of power. 
Last November, the Turkish military 
shot down a Russian fi ghter jet involved 
in the Syria campaign, ostensibly be-
cause it had crossed the Turkish border. 
Moscow responded with economic and 
travel sanctions and informed Turkey 
that any further incidents would be met 
with military reprisals. That had the ef-
fect of restoring Erdogan to reason. Since 
then he has been exercising greater re-
straint toward Moscow.

Germany certainly does not wish to 
employ the same methods as Putin, nor 
should it. But Germany should make it 
clear to Erdogan that he is at least as 
dependent on Germany as Germany is 

on him. Germany is 
Turkey’s most im-
portant trade part-
ner. The same is 
not true in reverse. 
And given the im-
portance of German 
tourism to the Turk-
ish economy, travel 
warnings issued in 
response to the on-
going attacks could 
also be raised as a 
possibility. Russian 
tourists are already 
staying away; if Ger-

mans did, too, this would present a con-
siderable blow to the Turkish economy. 
In this sense, it comes as no surprise that 
Erdogan continues to stick to his side of 
the refugee bargain, despite his anger at 
Germany. Of course, Turkey is also ben-
efi ting fi nancially from the agreement, 
since billions of euros are fl owing to An-
kara.

We must remember that Erdogan 
largely owes his electoral successes as 
prime minister and president to the eco-
nomic boom which Turkey experienced 
under his aegis. And this is where Erdo-
gan is most vulnerable. Erdogan once 
had a reputation as a reformer. He and 
his AKP party gave voice to millions of 

those who are dubbed the “black Turks” 
(people who come from the urban out-
skirts and rural Anatolia), ended de fac-
to military rule in Turkey, embarked on 
peace negotiations with the Kurds, and 
brought Turkey closer to the EU. But Er-
dogan has long since gambled away that 
reputation.

During Erdogan’s early years in politics, 
many feared that he would be revealed as 
a wolf in sheep’s clothes, someone who 
intended to gradually transform Turkey 
into an Islamic republic. A tactic that 
Erdogan appeared to confi rm with state-
ments such as this one: “Democracy is 
like a train. When you reach your desti-
nation, you get off . The mosques are our 
barracks, the domes our helmets, the 
minarets our bayonets and the faithful 
our soldiers.”

Surpass Atatürk 

It has since become clear that Erdo-
gan’s true goal is a far more prosaic 
one: absolute power for himself and for 
those who surround him. He wants to 
surpass the founder of the Turkish re-
public, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. For Er-
dogan, the cult of religion and nation 
is just a vehicle. There is a great deal 
of evidence to suggest that the main 
reason Erdogan abandoned the peace 
process with the Kurds was because the 
pro-Kurdish HDP party had become 
a gathering place for disaff ected of all 
stripes, as well as a political force which 
through its electoral successes appeared 
poised to undermine Erdogan’s plan to 
establish presidential rule. Meanwhile 
both Kurdish members of parliament 
as well as critical journalists are being 
persecuted in Turkey.

When it comes to authoritarian gov-
ernments such as Moscow and Ankara, 
plain speech is usually most eff ective. 
And now it is time to speak plainly. If 
other countries fail to issue this warning, 
some Turkish general may well venture 
to depose Erdogan, ostensibly for threat-
ening the Kemalist legacy. But there is 
no one who truly wants this – especially 
since the only outcome would be to set 
back into motion the merry-go-round of 
authoritarian rule in Turkey.  ■
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TURKEY

Erdogan’s Megalomania
The precarious balance with Europe’s neighbor

“ Erdogan has
gambled away 
his reputation 
as a reformer
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By Hartmut Bomhoff  

When the Left doesn’t respond 
to people, 
they turn 

to the Right,” admits 
an opposition 
representative 
with a shrug. 
Six years after Vik-
tor Orbán won his 
fi rst supermajor-
ity, right-wing 
nationalist parties are still enjoying 
massive support in Hungary. One re-
cent Median poll showed that the per-
centage of eligible and decided voters 
supporting the governing Fidesz party 
fell from 53 percent in January to 46 
percent in February. Another Median 
survey discovered that a third of all 
Hungarians hold anti-Semitic views, 
and there are plenty of Hungarians 
who are happy to defend their gov-
ernment’s tough policies on refugees 
and migrants.

When Prime Minister Ferenc Gy-
urcsány, an advocate of a full-fl edged 
free-market democracy, resigned 
from offi  ce in 2009, his socialist-lib-
eral coalition faced a pile of shards. Its 
incompetence in matters of adminis-
tration, as well as accusations of lies 
and corruption scandals, made many 

of their followers look for a strong 
leader personality. Viktor Orbán has 
made increasing the state’s role in the 
economy the cornerstone of his rule; 
he calls this a shift as profound as the 
one from communism to democracy. 
Budapest looks good and prosperous 
today, with its new metro line, new 
pedestrian zones and lavish develop-
ment projects, but more and more lo-
cals question this happy narrative. The 
ruling Fidesz party has come under 

fi re for using its constitu-
tional majority to push 
through legislation and 

constitutional 
changes that 
solidifi ed the 

party’s control 
over the coun-
try – rewrit-
ing the elec-

tion laws, Fidesz 
managed to win a 2/3 majority in 
2014, despite obtaining less than 
50 percent of the popular vote –, 
and Orbán has to face allegations of 
crony capitalism. With an average in-
come level of allegedly 800 euros per 
month (500 euros might be more re-
alistic) and high taxes, long run wag-
es and living standards which haven’t 
improved over the years, poverty is 
more visible than ever. And yet people 

cry “And the Gyurcsány-crew? They 
were the real thieves!”

Policy isn’t necessarily decided 
through open debate, but rather by 
political connections and loyalty, or by 
the wealth of the new elite. One of the 
startling aspects of these policies is the 
Hungarian right’s belief in a close re-
lationship between church and state. 
Some weeks ago, the Prime Minister 
pointed out that “that the heritage 
of the Hungarian Reformed Church, 
which is so important for the Hun-
garian nation, may be a continu-
ing source of strength.” Orbáns 
Minister of Human Capaci-

ties, Zoltán Balog, 
is a minister of the 

Reformed Church, 
and so is the 
openly anti-

Semitic Lo-
rant Hegedűs, 

who has close connec-
tions to the far-right Job-
bik party. Viktor Orbán 

has to compete with Jobbik for the 
nationalist votes and fi nances his an-
ti-EU propaganda with public funds, 
distracting his followers from the dis-
mal state Hungary is currently in. The 
opposition parties, however, appear 
much too weak to join forces in order 
to beat Fidesz.  ■

France
Front National gambles away cultural values

Populism Sweeps Europe

By Robert Kahn

The 70th anniversary of the post-Shoah 
pogrom of Kielce, where locals mur-
dered 42 Jews on July 4, 1946, has not 

only spurred a complicity debate but also 
sparked national identity tangles. The discus-
sion focuses on a blame game and is just one 
expression of the deep divisions of Polish so-
ciety today. Poland’s lurch to the right began 
years ago when a major sector of its popula-
tion didn’t come to terms with the rapid tran-
sition from the old communist era to one of 
the greatest success stories of the European 
Union. The rightwing nationalist PiS (Law and 

Justice) party owed its sweeping elec-
tion victory in October 2015 above all to 

the many Poles who have not benefi ted 
from the country’s strong economic growth. 
Since PiS party leader Jaroslaw Kaczynsky 
has returned to offi  ce, he has been striv-
ing to accumu- late power by stigmatiz-

ing and remov- ing political opponents, 
putting pres- sure on media outlets 

and escalating 
eurosceptic 
rhetoric. His 

vow to roll back 
previous legisla-
tion culminated 
in the announce-
ment that “the 

current Constitutional Tribunal is a redoubt of 
everything that is wrong in Poland.” With this 
primacy of political will over law, many legal 
m e c h a n i s m s 
are now in a 
state of paraly-
sis.

The PiS party, 
which is also hold-
ing the country’s 
presidency, is sys-
tematically under-
mining the system 
of checks and balances. Kaczynsky has actually 
praised Viktor Orbán’s leadership, or “illiberal 
democracy”. In the recent months, hundreds 
of thousands of Poles have taken to 
the streets to protest the changes. 

However, the oppo-
sition lacks 
vision and a 

positive agen-
da, while the silent 
majority appears 
to be tired of gen-
der issues domi-

nating politics, fears the loss of sovereignty 
to the European Union, and moves closer 

together in the face of outside interfer-
ences and criticism. If the attempts of 
Poland’s populist government to debili-

tate the country’s democratic institutions 
are successful, this will encourage groups 
with more radical policies to crack down 
on everything that stands for an open so-

ciety. A bitter foretaste of such a regression 
was provided by some incidents in the western 
Polish city of Wroclaw: In November, dozens 
of demonstrators participated in the burning 
of the effi  gy of an orthodox Jew, the “eternal 
other,” to protest Muslim immigration. In ear-
ly May, during an anti-EU protest march, Ul-
tranationalists burned the poster of the Mayor 
of Wroclaw, Rafal Dutkiewicz, who was shown 
wearing a kippah. Dutkiewicz is a staunch sup-
porter of Poland’s liberal political camp which 
is now under threat.  ■

Poland 
Success at stake

By JVG

The signifi cance of the Front Na-
tional is refl ected in the biog-
raphies of Jean-Marie Le Pen 

and his daughter Marine. The elder 
Le Pen, who was born in 1928, openly 
professed his far-right extremism and 
racism. He also candidly admitted his 
anti-Semitism, calling the gas cham-
bers of the Nazis a “detail of history”, 
a statement for which Le Pen was 
tried and convicted – which changed 
his behavior not one whit. As a dyed-
in-the-wool racist, Jean-Marie Le Pen 
slandered Muslims and Arabs. Such 
incitements brought the senior Le Pen 
modest political success. In 1984, he 
was elected a member of the European 
Parliament; in 2002, Le Pen succeeded 
in forcing Jacques Chirac into a sec-
ond round of elections for 
the presidency where, 
however, Le Pen 
was roundly 
defeated.

Marine Le 
Pen is more 
“modern” than 
her father. She 
rejects open anti- 
Semitism and 
claims she is opposed to racism “on 
principle”. Instead Marine Le Pen 
presents herself as a populist. She is 

opposed to immigration, particularly 
immigration of Muslims and people 
from third-world countries. And she 
rails against European integration and 
the euro. But her image is not one of a 
“grubby” far-right extremist but rather 
of a mainstream politician who is at 
the very least tolerated by polite soci-
ety. For this “moderate” image, Marine 
Le Pen is prepared to sacrifi ce every-
thing, even the party membership of 
her blustering father, who with age 

is increasingly de-
scending into ob-
stinate irrelevance. 

Marine Le 
Pen by con-

trast is gain-
ing in stature, 
even as the tra-
ditional middle-
class French par-

ties are losing favor.
The conservative Nicolas Sarkozy 

and socialist François Hollande are 
both extremely unpopular. Sarkozy 
aroused distaste in large part for his 
proximity to the affl  uent; Hollande has 
been castigated for his economic fail-
ures. Hollande’s approval ratings are 
a disaster, at times hovering around 
fi ve percent. Even though more than 
70 percent of French voters say they 
want neither Hollande nor Sarkozy, 
both are currently planning to com-
pete in the next presidential election. 
In so doing, they are forcing voters to 

choose between the deeply unpopu-
lar political establishment and the 
Front National. As the December 2015 
regional elections demonstrated, the 
Front National is currently the most 
powerful force in French politics. This 
is in part because the French state has 
failed to meet the desire for security 

among rural and suburban vot-
ers in particular. France has also 
been unable to integrate young 

people of Maghreb 
descent and to 
eff ectively coun-
ter the resulting 
rise of 

Islamist ex-
tremism. For 
many in France, 

the terror attacks of the past 
two years are evidence of 
a larger failure of the state, 
which has caused even some French 
Jews to gravitate toward the Front Na-
tional. But this would be a mistake.

No, Marine Le Pen is no open an-
ti-Semite. But her de facto racism 
is no real improvement. Nor is her 
policy of European disintegration. 
Marine Le Pen models herself on 
the likes of Putin, Orbán and Erdo-
gan. Their authoritarian worldview, 
which is driving their countries into 
isolation, is contrary to the French 
spirit that all enlightened nations still 
cherish: the spirit of liberté, egalité, 
fraternité.  ■

Hungary: Nepotism meets poverty
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By Ludwig Engel

I t’s terrible. But the party will go on. 
We’ll be more careful in the future,” 
says Eden Shoshani. The 28-year-old 

clothing boutique sales clerk from the 
southern district of Florentin echoes the 
larger chorus of Tel Aviv residents in the 
wake of the recent terror attack on a café 
in the elegant Sarona district. “Don’t let 
it get to you.” “Continue on as before.” 
“Tel Aviv is indestructible.” “It would take 
more than a machine gun to extinguish 
our joie de vivre.” “If we show fear, the 
terrorists have won.” When tourists or 
foreign correspondents ask Tel Aviv resi-
dents about their reactions to the terror 
attacks, the responses are unwavering. 
An unfl appable cool, after all, is a Tel 
Aviv trademark. 
The denizens of Tel Aviv are not nearly 

as unfazed as they may present them-
selves to outsiders. But in Tel Aviv, un-
like in Jerusalem, the unwritten rule is to 
maintain a façade of nonchalance. And 
that goes without exception for everyone 
– whether they are young or old, healthy 
or sick, native-born or a nurse from Ma-
nila. It was this invincible zest for life 
that made it possible for the city that 
was founded in 1909 on the dunes next 
to the old town of Jaff a, in ancient times 

the home of the Philistines, to become 
the beating heart of Israel within a few 
short decades, the center of economic, 
cultural and social life. But this attitude 
also exacts a price: “Show no self-pity. 
Not at any cost.”
 “The people here are no diff erent than 

they are in Haifa or Netanya. They have 
the same fears. But in our city they main-
tain a stiff  upper lip. And they are deter-
mined to continue to do so,” explains 
Jakob Goldman. The 66-year-old was 
for years a professor of surgery. But after 
being held captive during the Yom Kip-
pur War of 1973, he also began devoting 
one afternoon a week to providing men-
tal health care to people in crisis. “Dur-
ing our imprisonment, we were tortured 
physically and mentally. The emotional 
scars are not visible. But they must be 
treated, or else the damage to the psyche 
will become more severe, or even ir-
reversible.” Since his retirement a year 
ago, Goldman has been providing care, 
two days a week, to people traumatized 
by attacks. This trauma aff ects not only 
people who have been injured in the at-
tacks; it also aff ects those who by good 
fortune escaped harm, and particularly 
the families of the victims.

Goldman explains that this “stiff  upper 
lip” can be a source of strength in the im-

mediate aftermath of an attack. But for 
people who have suff ered serious injury or 
who have lost a family member or loved 
one, expert help is needed. “In the mili-
tary, up to 50 percent of those aff ected suf-
fer post-traumatic disorders. In attacks on 
civilians, therapists fi rst tend to the peo-
ple directly aff ected by the attack. But the 
people who were sitting at the next table, 
who escaped seemingly unscathed, often 
develop anxiety disorders that grow more 
severe over time.” 

In a sense, this is true of the entire state 
of Israel. And Tel Aviv is no exception. 
No Israeli has ever experienced a lengthy 
period completely free of terror attacks 
or military confl ict. This applies to both 

Jews and Arabs alike. The terrorists oper-
ate according to a simple and implacable 
logic: they attack civilians, hoping for the 
largest number of victims, in order to 
provoke a military response from Israel. 
This in turn fosters hatred, particularly 
among Arab youth. The result is a spiral 
of violence, which continues to escalate. 
Ending this vicious circle has so far prov-
en impossible. 

The people of Tel Aviv may present an 
unfl appable face to the world. But this 
deliberately cultivated appearance is be-
lied by statistics. For decades, residents 
of Israel have been the highest per cap-
ita users of tranquilizers in the world.
Tel Aviv is no exception. ■

Israelis are the highest per capita users of tranquilizers in the world

THE STATE OF THE JEWS

The Price of Coolness
Terrorist attacks are taking their toll
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When was the last 
time you heard 
anything about 
Doha? No, I don’t 

mean the capital of Qatar, but the 
world trade negotiations that took 
their name from that city. For ma-
ny years, the Doha negotiations 
were headline news, at least in the 
business world. What began in a 
spirit of optimism was followed 
by a sputter, continued with a se-
ries of incremental failures, and 
then collapsed in 2015. Grand am-
bitions ended with a whimper. The 
Doha rounds were, in diplomatic 
phrasing, “suspended indefi nite-
ly”. But let us take a look back at 
these events, which have profound 
consequences for our lives today. 
Bilateral talks on the reduction 
of trade barriers were to substi-
tute the Doha rounds and World 
Trade Organization negotiations. 
One such present-day example is 
the Transatlantic Trade and In-
vestment Partnership (TTIP) – an 
agreement that now also appears 
to have foundered on the shoals of 
the inability to muster public sup-
port. Instead, politicians on both sides 
of the Atlantic – from Donald Trump to 
French President François Hollande – are 
urging their fl ock to “buy American” or 
“buy French”.

Regardless of Brexit, the true question in 
Europe is “nexit”. Which country will be 
the next to leave the association of states 
that began as a free trade association? 
Nowadays, free trade negotiations are the 
realm of technocrats and bureau-
cratic experts; politicians who have 
their fi ngers on the pulse of the 
people want little to do with them. 
Free trade with its promise of pros-
perity, globalization as the prom-
ise of liberation from the narrow 
confi nes of the nation-state – this 
narrative has lost its cultural hege-
mony. As described by the Marxist 
theorist Antonio Gramsci, this cultural 
hegemony is not a matter of force, but is 
something that resides in the conviction 
imparted to ordinary people that they live 
in the “best of all possible worlds”.

Brexit and Nexit

This best of all possible worlds be-
gan in 1947 with the GATT multilateral 
trade agreement, in which tariff s were 
lowered by nearly 25 percent. GATT 
thus helped establish the framework 
of the postwar global economic recov-
ery. Over the next 60 years, this recov-
ery brought with it an ever-expanding 
process of globalization, growth in in-
ternational trade and ever-increasing 
international cooperation. Of course, 
this was not a straightforward story of 
progress; these years would also witness 
a host of setbacks, crises of decoloniza-
tion, and the entry of China and fi nally 
also the Soviet-ruled East bloc into the 
globalized world. 

Over the long term, however, these 
were years of steady improvement, mea-
sured in terms of the global decline in 
the proportion of people living in ab-
solute poverty, decreasing infant mor-
tality rates, and greater access to ba-

sic civilizational achievements such as 
education. But perhaps it will not be the 
collapse of the Doha rounds that histori-
ans of the future will cite as the turning 
point, the moment in which our present-
day cultural continental drift commenced 
on a global scale. Perhaps it was instead 
September 11, 2001, the day on which the 
dramatic escalation of archaic confl icts 
would bring down both the World Trade 

Center as well as the symbolic edifi ce 
which it represented. 

Gramsci died in 1937; philosophical 
questions, however, have no expiry date. 
The historic postwar forces of economic 
development, free markets, liberalism, 
world trade, and the dismantling of trade 
restrictions have been suspended, step by 
step. Europe is suff ering under the embar-
go imposed on Russia and under the cul-
tural hegemony of bureaucracy. New reg-
ulations are imposed in what has become 
a nearly self-justifying process, while de-
regulation has fallen by the 
wayside. Are we witness-
ing the death of the golden 
years of global liberalism?

Before answering this 
question, I will take a step 
back in history. The postwar 
era was not the fi rst era of 
global liberalism. Free trade 
was also ascendant in the 
decades leading up to 1914. 
“German cattle are grazing on the la Pla-
ta River,” Reich Chancellor Theobald von 
Bethmann-Hollweg is supposed to have 
said. Even today, this slogan would bring 
German and French farmers out on the 
streets and the barricades. The gold stan-
dard functioned as a global single cur-

rency; any national currency linked to 
the gold standard could be printed under 
the rule of three and could compensate 
for appreciations or depreciations, a re-
gime which was a boon to international 
trade. Transatlantic trade was brisk. Pas-
senger steamers crossed the ocean like 
long strings of pearls, one after the other 
with such matter-of-fact confi dence that 
the Titanic would assume that lifeboats 

were superfl uous – after all, in 
the event of an emergency, an-
other steamer could not be far 
away. According to economic 
historians, this global trade 
would remain unmatched in 
its intensity until well into 
the 1990s.

In between came the dark 
years of the great wars, and 

the almost equally gloomy interwar 
years. From the perspective of a free 
trade advocate, WWI brought with it 
one major result: the rise of new borders. 
Old empires had collapsed. The German 
Reich and Austria-Hungary shattered in-
to a multitude of small Eastern European 
states, rife with border confl icts. The Ot-
toman Empire was overthrown, and the 
borders drawn with a ruler on the map 
of the Middle East would give rise to 
the brutal religious and territorial con-
fl icts that are tearing the region asunder. 

One of the fi rst to recover was the Brit-
ish Empire, which presided over a mar-
ket that spanned the globe, extending 
from Europe to Africa, India and Aus-
tralia; another was the North American 
economic continent, which like the Brit-
ish Empire was large enough to support 

a kind of “domestic inter-
national trade” within its 

own sphere of infl uence. 
Italy and Germany – two 

states which were imprisoned 
by particularism and autarchic 
ambition and decoupled from 
the global markets – sought to 
cast off  their shackles through 
violent expansion. As we 
know, this did not end well.

Desire and will as catalysts

The GATT negotiations of 
1947 were a return to reason 
and an acknowledgment of 
global necessities. “The world 
is fl at,” Thomas Friedman 
wrote, describing the new 
globalization that has become 
reality over the past several 
decades. But it would appear 
that the global pizza con-
tains numerous hills, valleys 
and unbridgeable divides. In 
The Lexus and the Olive Tree, 
Friedman argues that global 
technologies will necessarily 
win out over the human ten-

dency to hold fast to tradition and tribal 
loyalty. Globalization, Friedman be-
lieves, is inevitable. But at the start of the 
nineteenth century, the global rise of the 
telegraph, photography, steam engines, 
steel manufacturing and chemistry was 
no less spectacular and all-encompass-
ing than what we are witnessing today 
– and it stoked similar fears. The world 
order is not determined by the achieve-
ments of scientists and engineers, but 
by the desires and the will of people and 
politicians. Free trade and liberalism 
are not an inevitability, nor are they the 
outcome of technological revolution. As 
history has shown, the archaic revolu-
tionaries of yesteryear were unmatched 
in their ruthless use of technology. What 
began with Hitler has now culminated 
in the Islamic State, which employs both 
mobile networks and crowd-mobiliza-
tion techniques to control and guide its 
band of murderers. Free trade and liber-
alism are cultural values. Without their 
cultural hegemony, we must fear the re-
turn to isolation and the inevitable cru-
elties to which isolationism gives rise.  ■

Roland Tichy is one of Germany’s most 
renowned business journalists. 
He also runs the website “Tichys Einblick” 
(www.rolandtichy.de)
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“  Regulations are imposed in a self-
justifying process, deregulation 
has fallen by the wayside

Hamburg port: Germany’s gateway to interna  onal trade

TICHY’S COLUMN 

WHAT’S GOOD?

Back to Free Trade
Tariff  reduction stabilizes prosperity and peace
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“  We must fear the return
to isolation and the 
inevitable cruelties to 
which isolationism gives rise
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By Hubert-Ralph Schmitt

Nothing is more ex-
citing that the fi ll-
ing of top positions. 
Anything is possible; 

there is no absurdity that is be-
yond the limits of imagination. 
Many factors must be taken 
into account. The candidates 
must have the necessary edu-
cation and training. They must 
possess the right comportment 
and demeanor, the right age, 
charm, experience, knowledge, 
contacts, and more. And then 
there are social constraints and 
pressures that need to be taken 
into account – like the wom-
en’s quota, for example. The 
decision-makers are spoiled 
for choice – that is, if they have 
a choice at all. 

The reality is that when it 
comes to top leadership posi-
tions, it is often diffi  cult to fi nd 
the perfect candidate, wheth-
er male or female. And even 
though both politics and popu-
lar opinion have reached a con-
sensus, we are falling short of 
achieving our social policy goals. 
Even today, men and women 
do not occupy an equal share of 
top positions. Work-life balance 
and an unwillingness to assume 
responsibility also help to elimi-
nate many qualifi ed candidates.

Good marks, no careers

In nearly all professions – and 
especially those which over the 
past 30 years have introduced 
a numerus clausus, including 
the natural sciences, medicine 
and veterinary medicine, and 
even banking – women now 
outnumber men in university 
admissions. Most go on to suc-
cessfully complete their de-
gree. Here, at least, it would 
seem that the preconditions 
for achieving our social policy 
goals have been fulfi lled. 

The existence of this phenom-
enon is no secret. Young wom-

en between the ages of 17 and 19 
tend to have better fi nal grades 
than men. This is a phenome-
non which the decision-makers 
are not permitted to question – 
it is what it is, and the result is 
that men and women are not 
equally represented among 
university graduates.

And this continues through-
out their professional lives. 
But when it comes to career 
development, women do not 
progress as one might expect. 
Here the author must beg the 
forgiveness of the strategists of 
emancipation, for in many cas-
es it would almost seem that 
women are still hanker-
ing after the traditional 
image of the family. Time 
and again, and once more 
this is no secret, many 
women reach a point in 
their lives where they 
wish to start a family. 
There have even been 
instances where women 
decide they wish to mar-
ry and then – as the laws 
of both nature and the 
emotions of men and women 
tend to dictate – some even 
choose the traditional path of 
child-bearing. And many even 
then go so far as to wish to raise 
their children themselves. And 
this happens despite every 
emancipatory exhortation and 
all education and upbringing 
to the contrary. 

The men in the equation may 
devote an equal share of time 
in service to the family, but – 
and perhaps it only seems so to 
this author – in most instances 
it seems that it is the women 
who bear the brunt of child-
rearing, while the traditional 
role of breadwinner falls not 
entirely coincidentally on the 
backs of men. After all, this is 
what most men want, right?

But this is more than just a 
matter of happenstance; it is 
even said that some women 
“select” men who embody 

this traditional conception 
of the family. Men who wield 
suffi  cient status and earnings 
to support a family are of-
ten highly sought after, even 
among some highly educated 
and successful women.

 So does this mean that at 
some point, reality catches up 
with theory? “The man tends 
to his career, and the woman 
tends to the family” – is this 
still the motto we live by? At 
least to this author, it would 
seem this traditional concep-
tion of family still predomi-
nates among young western 
European couples, all attempts 

at inculcation and emancipa-
tion notwithstanding. Even a 
female Chancellor has done 
nothing to change this.

And once these women feel 
they have put the years of in-
tensive childrearing behind 
them, we encounter the next 
social phenomenon. They 
may no longer be interested 
in ascending to the managerial 
ranks and taking on positions 
of responsibility. It should be 
noted that this has nothing to 
do with education and train-
ing, or with lack of professional 
experience, but is purely a mat-
ter of personal choice. This is 
why many attempts to fulfi ll 
the desired quota of women in 
the boardroom are doomed to 
failure. This is not simply an 
impression; it is backed up by 
the numbers.

 The people in charge of mak-
ing hiring decisions are con-

fronted with a dilemma. They 
are unable to fi nd suitable fe-
male candidates who wish to 
take on the day-to-day realities 
of life as a top executive, includ-
ing between 38 and 50 hours of 
work. And this is not only true 
for traditional careers such as 
head physician in a hospital, or 
owner of a veterinary practice, 
but also for other professions as 
well. For bankers, too, this is a 
familiar story.

So are women simply not as 
good as men? Rubbish! Does 
the traditional family still 
mean women choose chil-
dren over careers? Possibly. 
However, a lack of fi nancial 
inducement is not the prob-
lem. It’s not a matter of incen-
tivizing, in other words, that 
keeps women out of these 
positions. It is family respon-
sibilities, work-life balance, 
and traditional family struc-
tures that continue to play a 
dominant role.

Archaic trap

So what should we do if we 
are unable to fi nd suitable fe-
male candidates? Or if due to 
misguided quota in education 
and training, we are unable 
to fi nd suitable male candi-
dates? Should we introduce a 
quota for men for university 
subjects that have a numer-
ous clausus for admission? 
Should we forbid people to 
pair up, or even to have chil-

dren? Or should we 
forbid women to 
choose men with 
high earning po-
tential as their pro-
spective mates and 
fathers of their chil-
dren? 

These are all ques-
tions that could 
prompt intrigu-
ing answers. Here 
again it is impor-

tant to note that women are 
not less capable than men. In 
terms of their education they 
often outdo men, and they 
generally match men in their 
ambitions. But they often fall 
into an archaic trap, in which 
reality trumps social policy.

Are women trying to avoid 
taking on responsibility? No. 
It is reality that is causing this 
gender gap in top management. 
Family comes before profes-
sional and career ambitions. 
This has nothing to do with 
emancipation but with life – 
meaning nature, tradition, and 
social reality. Take the idea of 
introducing a quota for men 
in the numerus clausus – a 
demand for which the author 
might end up at the stake of 
women's emancipation. ■

Hubert-Ralph Schmitt is CEO of 
Bank Schilling

“    Trying to avoid taking on 
responsibility, ladies?

GENDER AND BUSINESS

Where Have All the Women Gone?
Emancipation put to reality’s test

Direct Investments 
as Attractive 
Alternative

By Jens Spudy

At a time of extremely 
low interest rates and 
high-valued stock mar-

kets, investors are increasingly 
searching for alternative high-
yield investment opportunities. 
In such instances, we recom-
mend taking a look at private 
equity investments – particu-
larly for private investors. Com-
pared with stocks, private eq-
uity boasts a higher average 
yield at lower volatilities – and 
this with diverging correlation 
to the traditional asset classes. 
This makes private equity par-
ticularly interesting for inves-
tors with long-term investment 
plans, such as those for family 
assets for example. With these 
investments, they can improve 
the yield-risk profi le of their 
portfolio as a whole. Direct in-
vestments in innovative start-
ups are receiving particular at-
tention at the moment, a fact 
highlighted by the great re-
sponse at the most recent Axel 
Springer NOAH 2016 internet 
start-up conference in Berlin.

But private equity investments 
have their drawbacks. The lim-
ited fungibility of the capital 
employed and the risk inherent 
to the investment, which can 
result in a total loss, are par-
ticularly noteworthy. Further, 
reporting on some private equi-
ty investments can be opaque, 
leaving much to be desired for 
the investor 
themselves. 
Finally, how-
ever, a suc-
cessful selec-
tion of sound 
direct invest-
ments is al-
most impos-
sible without 
a profession-
ally struc-
tured and 
systematic selection process.
And yet, with private equity, 
investors can take advantage of 
opportunities to participate in 
the success of decidedly attrac-
tive industries, such as medical 
technology, or sustainable de-
velopments like digitalization. 
To avoid being blinded by these 
great opportunities and lose sight 
of the various risks, private inves-
tors should exercise caution and 
take advantage of professional 
services in this segment. 

Professional services regarding 
such investments include inde-
pendent consulting and expert 
investment management, in ad-
dition to asset controlling and 
compliance with tax and legal 
provisions. This blend provides 
investors with the necessary 
transparency to benefi t from 
this interesting asset class over 
the long term. ■

Jens Spudy is executive 
partner of Spudy Invest

THE SPUDY COLUMN
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By Klaus-Dieter Oehler

Of course, it 
was a co-
incidence that 
German Chancel-

lor Angela Merkel departed 
on a state visit to China at the 
very moment that the de-
bate regarding Chinese in-
vestment in Germany reignited. 
Such state visits are organized 
well in advance, of course. The 
fl are-up, however, had little to 
do with the fact that the Frank-
furt-Hahn regional airport is 
slated to be turned over to 
a Chinese construction 
fi rm – the airport is a 
loss-maker that ma-
ny will be happy to 
be rid of. But this is 
not the case when it 
comes to the Kuka in-
dustrial robotics company. Under 
CEO Till Reuter, the Augsburg-
based company has recently seen 
an upswing, and has even ascend-
ed to the ranks of global market-leader 
in some areas.

An investor from China has now off ered 
several billion euros for Kuka – an off er 
which has prompted a public outcry. One 
daily newspaper reported on the pro-
posed takeover under the headline “The 
Chinese at the Trough”. German Eco-
nomics Minister Sigmar Gabriel has also 
said that he would be very happy if an 
alternative off er based in Germany or Eu-
rope could be found. To date, however, 
no other fi rm has been willing to step up 
to the plate, Siemens included.

Appealing destination

This political intervention was none-
theless suffi  cient to scare off  the Chi-
nese government and large investors. 
Through its foreign investment strat-
egy, China hopes to reduce its depen-
dence on exports and gain access to 
important markets and key technolo-
gies. From Beijing’s perspective, this is 
the next logical step to becoming one 
of the world’s leading economies. Ger-
many, which boasts an open market, a 
stable legal framework and a large num-
ber of mid-sized high-tech companies, 
of which many are market leaders in 
their fi eld, is an appealing destination 

for the Chinese investment strategists. 
And compared to the US, Germany has 
far fewer security barriers in place that 
would hinder direct investment.

Until now Germany has generally wel-
comed Chinese investment, in part be-
cause it has helped to safeguard jobs. But 
this may be about to change. The rea-
son, say business people in Beijing, is the 
“asymmetry” between the German econ-
omy’s openness to Chinese investors 
and the growing hurdles confronting 
German companies in China. “We have 
strong indications that further opening 
has not only slowed but seems on the 
brink of turning in the wrong direction,” 
said the German ambassador in Beijing, 
Michael Clauss, in the Hong Kong dai-
ly, the South China Morning Post. Ac-
cording to Clauss, German companies 
are being confronted with bureaucratic 
hurdles, including inspections and re-
quirements for licenses, that are making 
it increasingly diffi  cult to do business.

Chancellor Merkel’s visit to China, there-
fore, presented an opportune moment 
for her to make her opinions known re-

garding China’s posi-
tion within the global 
economy. As Merkel 
is aware, China con-
tinues to display defi -
cits, both in terms of 
human rights as well 
as with respect to 
economic issues. Re-
forms are still neces-
sary in both the steel 
sector and in other ar-
eas. But, Merkel said, 
“no person has an in-
terest in larger trade 
wars. We don’t want 
that between the EU 
and China. But that 
also means we need 
to speak openly about 
existing problems.” 

China, for example, is currently ex-
porting a great deal of steel due to its 
own excess capacity, which is leading to 
serious problems for the European steel 
industry. “We of course must see to it 
that we have fair conditions of competi-
tion,” Merkel added. When China joined 
the World Trade Organization in 2001, 
a 15-year transition period was agreed 
upon. That period will come to an end 
during 2016. This explains why China is 

keen to obtain “market economy” sta-
tus from the EU, as that would make 
it more diffi  cult for the EU to impose 
protective tariff s against Chinese com-
panies. However, granting such status 
to China is a move opposed by some EU 
member states, who argue that the Chi-
nese economy remains under substan-
tial state control.

Expansionary enthusiasm

But this has not dampened the expan-
sionary enthusiasm of Chinese com-
panies. In 2014, Chinese investment in 
Germany and Europe soared to record 
levels. This trend did not abate dur-
ing 2015, as consultancy fi rm EY noted. 
Germany remained the preferred site, 
with 36 companies being purchased last 
year. The largest deal, however, was to 

go to the second-favored destina-
tion for Chinese investment, Brit-
ain, when Hutchinson agreed to 
buy Telefonica-subsidiary O2 for 
$15.4 bn. The merger, however, 
was blocked by the EU commis-
sion.

Long-term success

According to ex-
perts, fears of a 

“yellow threat” 
are exagger-
ated. Thus far, 

most transac-
tions have been a 

net positive for the tar-
get companies. One reason 
is that Chinese investors are 

operating on an entirely dif-
ferent timescale than Anglo-Saxon 
private equity funds or other large 
investors. Whereas American and 
British investors usually push for a 
hefty return as quickly as possible 
while always keeping an eye out for 
the most profi table moment to exit 
their investment, Chinese investors 
are more interested in long-term 
success. Word of these positive ex-
periences with investors from the 
Far East has now gotten around to 

German mid-sized companies, says EY 
partner Yi Sun.

At the same time, Chinese investors 
are no longer motivated by the desire 
to establish a market foothold, which 
they have meanwhile accomplished 
in most areas. As Sun notes, “Many 
Chinese companies are now aiming to 
build up new business areas with high-
er-margin products.” This is echoed 
by the largely mediatory note which 

Chancellor Merkel struck in Beijing. 
In return, Merkel was awarded an 
honorary doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Nanjing at a ceremony held at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences. The 
university honored the Chancellor’s 
commitment to legal dialogue, her 
attempt to fi nd solutions to regional 
confl icts, her engagement in the refu-
gee crisis, and her eff orts to counter 
climate change. With her “determina-
tion and wisdom”, said the university 
president, Merkel had “made a contri-
bution to world peace.” Her pursuit of 
a “pragmatic China policy” is an im-
portant contributor to promoting col-
laboration and mutual trust between 
the two nations. ■

Klaus Dieter Oehler is fi nancial editor at 
the daily Stuttgarter Zeitung

“    Through foreign investment, China 
wants to gain access to important 
markets and key technologies

BEIJING’S TRADE POLICY

Unequal Terms
Shopping spree in Europe vs. lack of access to Chinese markets 

Kuka robots at work
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By Franziska Knupper

The goal of historical re-
search should not only 
be a purely academic 
one. Ideally, historical 

insights should also inform the 
larger sphere of politics and so-
ciety. This can be seen, for ex-
ample, in the antipathy most 
Germans hold for violence and 
war, and the political consider-
ations that follow from this his-
torically-informed stance. This 
also holds true when it comes 
to histories of businesses and 
corporations, including histor-
ical research on the insurance 
industry. Insurance companies 
pay a great deal of attention 
to historical research on their 
own industry; indeed, when it 
comes to developing strategies 
for the future within the insur-
ance sector, the lessons of his-
tory play an important role.

“Knowledge of one’s own his-
tory is always a source of guid-
ance for current and future 
decisions,” explains Nikolaus 
von Bomhard, CEO of Munich 
Re, the world’s largest reinsur-
ance group. And von Bomhard 
and his team have an outstand-
ing historical volume at their 
disposal: Munich Re – Die Ge-
schichte der Münchener Rück 
1880–1980 (published by C.H.Beck, 
Munich). Written by the renowned 
scholars Johannes Bähr and Christo-
pher Kopper, the study is an absorbing 
account of Munich Re, formerly known 
as Münchener Rück. The account is a 
sweeping survey of the company’s his-
tory from its early success and the ef-
fects of the San Francisco earthquake of 
1906, its steep decline during the Nazi 
years, to its proud comeback.

Wellspring of globalization

The Munich-based reinsurance fi rm 
was one of the wellsprings of German 
globalization. As company founder Carl 
Thieme noted in 1880, when the fi rm 
consisted only of two staff  members 
and a single offi  ce, “Reinsurance must 
be international by its very nature.” 
Indeed, this strategy would go on to 
guide the company’s history through 
the years. 

The fi rst foreign client was the Vienna-
based Allgemeine Versicherungsgesell-
schaft Phönix (General Insurance Com-
pany Phoenix). It was followed by clients 
in England, Russia, Scandinavia, and then 
in the US – an expansion that was noth-
ing short of remarkable for the time. Carl 
Thieme’s strategy and his business model 
proved a rousing success. In March 1888, 
the company’s shares were introduced 
on the Munich stock exchange. The Mu-
nich reinsurance company’s strategy of 
distributing risk across several countries 
soon made it a market leader in the fi eld. 
Business continued to expand, and the 
company soon had a staff  of 400. Branch 
offi  ces were founded and Allianz Versi-
cherung AG was launched.

In 1906, the Munich company was 
called upon to assist its US clients. A ma-

jor earthquake had devastated the city of 
San Francisco. Gas mains exploded, and 
fi res raged across the city for four days. 
More than 3,000 people died and around 
28,000 homes were destroyed. Initial es-
timates placed the total damage at about 
$300 million and insured losses at about 
$175 million. Münchener Rück had an in-
surance liability of 11 million marks. “The 
devastating earthquake in San Francisco 
was the fi rst time that Münchener Rück 
was confronted with major risks – risks of 
a magnitude that had not yet featured in 
their European operations,” note Bähr and 
Kopper. For Münchener Rück, this would 
be the largest payout the reinsurance 
company would face for several decades 
to come. Yet the company remained on 
solid ground. Indeed, Münchener Rück 
became known as the only insurance 
company that remained solvent after set-
tling all its outstanding claims.

But the two world wars would soon ush-
er in what were dark times for the compa-
ny. The outbreak of the First World War 
brought an abrupt end to what had been 
years of nearly uninterrupted growth. 
The assets of German companies in the 
US were seized. Business with Russia, 
Great Britain and France also collapsed.

Trials and turbulations

 Even after the German defeat and ca-
pitulation of 1918, stability was not re-
stored. Yet Münchener Rück is one of 
the few German companies which with-
stood the trials and turbulations of the 
1920s and early 1930s. 

In the end it was National Social-
ism and the Second World War that 
brought the company to the brink of 
ruin. The company accommodated it-
self to the Nazi regime and fell into line 

with its demands. Allianz General Di-
rector Kurt Schmitt, who became chair-
man of the board at Münchener Rück 
in 1938, Wilhelm Kißkalt, and member 
of the board Alois Alzheimer all joined 
the Nazi party – a “brown” blemish on 
the company’s history. But the stain 
went far deeper than this: Kurt Schmitt 
maintained close ties with the Nazi 

leadership. In 1930, Schmitt had already 
become a personal friend of Hermann 
Göring.

 In 1933, Schmitt accepted Reichs-
führer SS Heinrich Himmler’s invita-
tion to become an honorary member 
of the SS, holding the rank of Ober-
führer. In June 1933, Schmitt was 
named Reich Minister of the Economy. 
“The behavior of the company lead-
ership in the Third Reich is the dark-
est chapter in the company’s history,” 
as Bähr and Kopper note. “Although 
Münchener Rück was not directly in-
volved in the looting of Jewish insurance 
agents and companies, or in SS business 
operations, it was indirectly involved. 
… Even though the Nazis’ rallying cries 
sat ill with the internationally oriented 
company, which had placed a premi-
um on trust and decorum, and which 

had maintained close ties with 
many Jewish business partners, 
the company board willingly 
acquiesced to the demands and 
expectations of the National So-
cialist regime.” 

After the collapse of the Na-
zi regime, this dishonorable 
behavior would take its toll. 
Contacts between Münchener 
Rück and its foreign partners 
ceased. Kurt Schmitt and Alois 
Alzheimer were suspended from 
their posts by the US military ad-
ministration and taken into cus-
tody. The search for a politically 
untainted successor began. The 
appointment fell on Eberhard 
von Reininghaus, an Austrian 
with Jewish roots who had been 
persecuted under the regime. 
The hope was that he would 
symbolize a fresh start and em-
body the company’s break with 
the past.

A new generation

Relationships outside Germa-
ny were resumed, and within 
a few years the company had 
recovered its leading position. 
For the time being, however, no 
attempt was made to come to 
terms with what would remain 
a dark chapter in the company’s 
history. To the contrary: in writ-

ten communications with the military 
authorities, the company vehemently 
denied that it had willingly complied 
with the demands of the Nazi regime. 
When the restitution of Jewish prop-
erty began and Münchener Rück was 
ordered to annul its purchase contracts 
for “Aryanized” real estate, the compa-
ny displayed little by way of remorse. 

As Bähr and Kopper note: “The restitu-
tion of Jewish property … was handled 
no diff erently than was the restoration 
of other wartime damage of a more ma-
terial nature.”

It would take some years and the emer-
gence of a new generation of leader-
ship shaped by postwar democratic at-
titudes before Münchener Rück would 
learn from the failures and culpability 
of its past, and transform into Munich 
Re, a company with a modern and lib-
eral outlook. In the more than 130 years 
that have passed since its founding, the 
company has enjoyed remarkable sta-
bility, as evidenced by the fact that only 
eight chairmen of the board have held 
the reins of the company over the years. 
Now, however, stability and steady 
profi ts are joined by renewed moral in-
tegrity.  ■
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MUNICH RE

Striving to Learn from the Past 
The reinsurance company’s development mirrors Germany’s contemporary history 

Munich Re offices in 1931 

“  Knowledge of one’s own history is 
always a source of guidance for 
current and future decisions

Nikolaus von Bomhard
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By Dieter Sattler

Afew months ago, af-
ter a soccer fan died of 
a heart attack during 

a Bundesliga match in Dort-
mund, the 80,000 supporters 
at the stadium observed a few 
minutes of silence and then 
sang the song so popular with 
fans around the world: “You’ll 
Never Walk Alone.” The Liv-
erpool anthem was a fi tting 
tribute in that tragic moment. 
It was also a fi tting anthem for 
the two clubs, Dortmund and 
Mainz, two clubs that in Ger-
many are regarded as bastions 
of soccer tradition. Both have in 
the past also boasted that true 
soccer-romantic, manager Jür-
gen Klopp, at their helm. 

But Klopp has since moved 
on to Liverpool. And he, too, is 
not alone there – he is adored 
by Liverpool fans, even though 
his salary, of course, comes 
mainly from US billionaire 
John W. Henry. Like most Brit-
ish clubs, Liverpool belongs to 
an investor, a member of that 
group which has helped leech 
the romance out of soccer in 
the country where the “beauti-
ful game” was born. The fans, 

who continue to cheer and 
mourn along with their teams, 
are now little more than but a 
touch of local color, a back-
ground chorus of voices 
and whistles, whose 
only true value lies in 
their willingness to 
shell out for overly 
expensive admis-
sion tickets, mer-
chandising prod-
ucts and Sky TV 
subscriptions.

Investors such 
as Russian tycoon 
Roman Abramov-
ich (FC Chelsea) 
and Sheikh Man-
sour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan (Manchester 
City) are not only inter-
ested in the game itself. They 
have also injected global fi -
nancial interests into soccer. 
The Premier League clubs will 
pocket $10.5 bn for broadcast-
ing rights over three seasons.
 For each club, that entails an 
average 50 percent increase in 
earnings – for what is already the 
world’s wealthiest soccer league. 
The German Bundesliga clubs 
are outclassed in this respect 
– although the Bundesliga has 

managed to secure a new broad-
cast deal that would raise rev-
enues from $2.7 to $5 bn. Cur-
rently, however, all 20 Premier 
League clubs rank among the 
40 wealthiest clubs in Europe. 
The result is that a middle-of-
the pack Bundesliga player such 
as Augsburg defender Abdul 
Rahman Baba was able to se-

cure a $23 mn deal by moving 
to England. Transfer earnings 

and increasing revenue from 
broadcast rights, which 

depend on a club’s po-
sition on the table, 

have caused the 
German Bundes-
liga transfer mar-
ket to overheat. 
The big clubs are 
devouring the 
smaller ones. 

Big business, 
complete with 
investors, bil-

lions in broadcast 
rights and mega-

transfer deals, is 
now king in all ma-

jor leagues. This is 
part of what has made 

national championships 
and the Champions League 
an increasingly predictable 
and yawn-inducing affair. 

Money means goals. The same 
big-money clubs have domi-
nated their respective leagues 
for years now. All the claims 
have been staked. Big busi-
ness is squelching competition.
The only race that’s left now is 
the competition among wealthy 
investors. It is unlikely that the 

Brexit will have an impact on 
this fl ourishing business.

Rather surprisingly, given our 
age of globalization, the ro-
mance of soccer remains alive 
and well among the nation-
al squads. Since British clubs 
have scooped up so many of 
the world’s top players, the na-
tional team must recruit about 
a quarter of its squad from the 
Premier League. By the same 
token, smaller countries are 
gaining in strength because 
their players are also gaining 
experience in top leagues and 
then returning to play on the 
national squads of their home 
countries. For these interna-
tional players, an added bonus 
is that a good showing at a Eu-
ropean or world championship 
then helps to boost their mar-
ket value.

We must remember, though, 
that this big business is depen-
dent on a decidedly non-capi-
talist phenomenon – the joy of 
soccer. And that holds true for 
both the Real Madrid stadium 
and back courtyards of Berlin 
– where the Boateng brothers 
learned to love the game. To-
day, they are both highly paid 
professionals.  ■

SOCCER & BUSINESS

Money Makes the Ball Go Round 
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By Hartmut Bomhoff 

Today Wroclaw is al-
ready a diff erent city,” 
stated Mayor Rafal 
Dudkiewic earlier this 

year. “I can’t say if the Euro-
pean Capital of Culture can 
change the mentality and hab-
its of the residents, but I can 
say that the citizens of Wro-
claw needed such a challenge, 
they tackled it with enthusiasm 
and are more and more openly 
happy about it.” In the frame-
work of this year’s celebrations, 
four grand projects and about a 
thousand cultural events help 
promote intercultural dialogue 
and understanding in the city 
that proudly identifi es as “the 
Meeting Place.”

If you visit Wroclaw you will 
immediately understand why so 
many people love it. It has been 
voted as the prettiest Polish 
city. Thanks to its location on 
the Odra river, it has 12 islands 
and 130 bridges. The Old City is 
full of architectural treasures, 
with a market square about 
three times the size of Trafalgar 
Square in London, as well as a 
seemingly infi nite number of 
bars and restaurants.

Stories of transformation

Wroclaw’s history entwines 
the fates of Germans and Poles. 
Until its German population was 
expelled after World War Two, 
Wroclaw (then known by its 
German name, Breslau) was the 
capital of the Prussian province 
of Silesia and home to a vibrant 
Jewish community. The Second 
World War left the city utterly 
ruined. People who had been 
driven out of the city of Lwow 
in eastern Poland (now Lviv 
in Ukraine) were settled here. 
Breslau became Wroclaw, but it 
took a while for the new citizens 
to build, or regain, the city’s iden-
tity and to embrace its heritage
Maciej Kirschenbaum, whose 
grandfather Salomon arrived at 
Wroclaw in February 1946 and 

was among the founders of the 
city’s postwar Jewish commu-
nity, has witnessed the rapid 
changes: “When I was a child 
in the early 1990s, Wroclaw was 
Poland’s fourth largest city, but 
had the tenth largest budget. 
Wroclaw’s Old Town, my neigh-
borhood, was full of dilapi-

dated tenement houses wait-
ing for a better time to come.
And come it did. I saw the cen-
ter of Wroclaw transformed into 
its vibrant, manicured self, once 

again claiming its places among 
most-visited destinations in 
Central Europe.”

Wroclaw is now home to an 
ever growing list of highly re-
spected international companies 
such as IBM, HP, Credit Suisse, 
Nokia, LG and even Google and 
Amazon. There are also many 

medium sized IT companies 
which are Polish but serve cli-
ents across Europe, including 
Germany. “Unfortunately, Wro-
claw’s social development did 

not keep up with its economic 
boom,” notes Kirschenbaum. 
“Some Wroclawians who did not 
get to enjoy the fruits of econom-
ic prosperity became alienated 
and embraced radical ideology. 
Today the city is the main centre 
of right wing radicals in Western 
Poland. As such, the current Eu-
ropean Capital of Culture refl ects 
the Continent’s situation at the 
moment – it has great potential 
that can be undermined by its 
social problems.”

Entrepreneurial spirit

Despite a number of anti-Se-
mitic incidents, Oded Noyfeld, 
an Israeli from Kibbutz Afi k 
who moved to Wroclaw after 
spending six years in London, 
feels very much at ease: “By and 
large the Jewish community is 
respected, and I as a foreigner 
feel much more welcome and 
appreciated here than in Lon-
don. There are no BDS move-

ments here. Even at 
the peak of the recent 
Gaza confl ict, there 
was only a small 
six-person-protest 
against Israel.” For 
Noyfeld, who holds 
a MSc. in Technol-
ogy Entrepreneur-
ship, it is interesting 
to see in Wroclaw 
“the same entrepre-
neurial spirit that 
Israel is well known 
for. In some respects, 
I think Wroclaw is 
where Israel was 10 
year ago in terms of 
the development of 
a Hi Tech sector. It 
is no wonder to me 
that the city ranks 

fi rst place in terms of Foreign 
Direct Investment in Poland 
… My main business activity is 
connected with real estate in-
vestments,” he explains, “from 
residential to world-class elder-
ly care homes. Every day I see 
this city becoming more global, 
and I expect this trend to con-
tinue as the city becomes more 
well-known and develops.” 
However, being international 
no longer suits some Poles, and 
with the current shift to the 
right, it remains to be seen to 
what extent Wroclaw will be 
able to cultivate its cosmopoli-
tan and progressive image. For 
the time being, the small Jewish 
community and its cultural at-
traction, the grand White Stork 
Synagogue, enjoy great inter-
est. “Wrocław can fi nally and 
proudly live its heritage as a city 
of many cultures, and can fi nd 
a new identity as a city of mu-
tual respect,” hopes Aleksander 
Gleichgewicht, the Jewish Com-
munity’s president.

Hub of Jewish culture

 Bente Kahan, whose founda-
tion runs the synagogue which 
underwent extensive recon-
struction before being re-
opened in 2010, is grateful for 
lots of visitors every day: “I’m 
very happy that we have this fo-
cus on Wroclaw, especially by 
the Germans who are rediscov-
ering our wonderful town. As 
for our Jewish Wroclaw, it also 
means a lot, great promotion 
and the possibility to do our 
Yiddish and Ladino project.” In 
May, a huge crowd experienced 
a unique concert celebrating 
Yiddish and Ladino, featuring 
international performers in 
the Wroclaw Center for Jewish 
Culture and Education. Now, 
Kahan and her team are set-
ting up another unique event: 
From September 1–4, Wroclaw 
will host an international con-
ference, “Creating Alternatives 
for Jewish Women in Europe,” 
marking the European Day of 
Jewish Culture.

A special way to discover 
the city and its many gems is 
to follow the more than three 
hundred dwarf statues adorn-
ing the main tourist sights of 
Wroclaw’s Old Town. There’s 
a particular story behind them: 
back in the 1980’s, when com-
munism ruled and all kind of 
meetings and manifestations 
were monitored, an anarchist 
group called the Orange Al-
ternative created graffi  ti, with 
dwarves appearing in num-
bers all over Poland. Today, 
they represent the transition 
of Wroclaw with a smile and 
add some hidden meaning to 
“the most important year in 
Wroclaw’s post-war history,” 
as Rafal Dudkiewic put it. ■
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“  We who live here today as 
Jews in Wrocław keep alive
the memory of the German 
Jews of Breslau

WROCLAW

A City of Many Colors Builds Its Identity
Poland’s boomtown celebrates itself as a European Capital of Culture
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By Fanny Schlesinger

When the New Synagogue was 
inaugurated on September 
5, 1866, it was an immediate 

sensation, described as a fairy-tale struc-
ture. “The new house of worship is the 
pride of the Berlin Jewish community; 
but even more, it is an ornament to the 
city,” it was praised in the press reports 
of the day. “In the middle of a plain part 
of the city we are led into the fantastic 
wonder of the Alhambra, with graceful 
columns, sweeping arches, richly col-
ored arabesques, abundant wood carv-
ings, all with the thousandfold magic of 
the Moorish style.” The architecture was 
a reminder of the Golden Age of Jews in 
Spain.

With seating for 3,200 people, it was 
the largest synagogue in Germany, 
planned by Eduard Knoblauch and 
completed by August Stüler. The sanc-
tuary was 188 feet long and 126 feet 
wide, soaring to a height of 87 feet. 
“What was read was all in German,” not-
ed Lewis Carroll after attending a ser-
vice in 1867, “but there was a great deal 
chanted in Hebrew, to beautiful music.” 
The congregation was Reform-oriented 
and installed an organ in 1868, and it 
was none oth-
er than Louis 
Lewandowski, 
who has gone 
down in music 
history as the 
greatest re-
former of Jew-
ish liturgical 
music, whose 
compositions were sounded here.

The famed music director was Rabbi 
Abraham Geiger’s colleague. “Dr. Gei-
ger yesterday held his inaugural ser-

mon,” stated a notice dated January 23, 
1870. “The large building of the New 
Synagogue was fi lled to a capacity nor-
mally seen only on the High Holidays. 

The speaker talked for one hour, with 
warmth and much eloquence.” Among 
the many eminent rabbis who made the 
synagogue a center of liberal Judaism 
was the fi rst ever woman rabbi, Regina 
Jonas. She witnessed the alleged end 
of a Jewish presence in Oranienburger 
Straße when on 5 April 1940 it was an-
nounced that services in the New Syna-
gogue were not to be held any more un-
til further notice. The grand building, 
which was spared major damage during 
the pogrom night of 1938, was seized by 

the German Army and severely 
damaged by Allied air raids in 
1943. In 1958, the remains of the 
sanctuary were blown up. Only 
the façade of the synagogue and 
some adjoining rooms remained.

New beginnings

That we can celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the New Syna-
gogue under its fully reconstruct-
ed golden dome later this summer 
is nothing short of a miracle. In 
May 1995, the front building was 
reopened as Centrum Judaicum 
along with the permanent exhi-
bition „Open the Gates,” refer-
ring to the words cited above its 
main entrance, “Open the gates, 
that the righteous nation may en-
ter, the one that remains faithful” 
(Isaiah 26:2). The vast sanctu-
ary was not rebuilt, but the void 
gives the many visitors drawn to 
this Berlin landmark a profound 
impression of its enormous scale.

On 11 September, in conjunction 
with the Day of Open Monuments, 
the Centrum Judaicum invites the 
public to mark this very special 
anniversary which symbolizes 

the continuation of Jewish life and Jew-
ish pride in Germany. “The biography of 
this house conveys a major part of Ber-
lin’s Jewish history and thereby the Ger-
man Jewish experience at large,” explains 
Anja Siegemund, the new director of the 
Centrum Judaicum. “We also maintain 
the most important archive focusing on 
German Jewish history in this country.” 
On September 11, for the fi rst time in de-
cades, at least fi ve entrance gates of the 
New Synagogue will simultaneously open 
for the public ■

By Ibrahim Negm

When the UN Secretary 
General’s Plan of Ac-
tion to Prevent Vio-

lent Extremism was launched 
early this year, it was fl anked by 
the Initiative of the Grand Mufti 
of Egypt. The joint message is: 
“We are all united in our eff orts 
to and desire to end violence.” A 
new report focuses on the ini-
tiative of Grand Mufti Shawky 
Allam and examines the percep-
tion of religion, looking at ways 
to increase dialogue and trust 
across faiths. Questions of au-
thority and authenticity play 
also an important role in the 
current debates in German soci-
ety. That’s why we take up one 
of the many issues addressed in 
the Annual Dialogue Report on 
Religion and Values 2016, pub-
lished by Media Tenor, present-
ing excerpts from a contribution 
by Ibrahim Negm, a Senior Advi-
sor to Sheikh Allam. 

One of the most important 
questions that has been raised 
repeatedly is what role religion 
and religious forces will play in 
the still emerging politi-
cal scene in the MENA 
region. Because MENA 
remains profoundly reli-
gious, the burning ques-
tion is who can adequate-
ly represent the religious 
interests of the masses, 
and direct them towards 
peaceful and productive 
democratic ends? These 
are critical questions. Both 
their number and signifi -
cance underscore the very 
large challenges ahead in 
this important region.

The Muslim world has 
been particularly suc-
cessful at creating in-
stitutions and bodies whose 
long-standing service to the 
community confer upon them 
legitimacy that cannot be had 
simply by someone with access 

to modern media. This is no time 
to abandon that example, for it 
is the only vehicle by which a 
humane understanding of Islam 

– opposed to terrorism, violence 
and discrimination – is possible. 
This understanding I speak of, 
and its attendant imperative to 
engage with the modern world, 

is not a new phenomenon. Rath-
er it is part of the treasures of 
the cultural heritage of Arabs 
and Muslims.

This spirit of mod-
eration, tolerance and 
fl exibility is well re-
fl ected in the paradigm 
of al-Azhar university 
which has long served 
not only the Egyptian 
people but the Muslim 
world at large, by not 
only producing fi rst-
rate scholars, thinkers 
and intellectuals, but 
also by providing edu-
cational opportunities 
for men and wom-
en, instilling in them 
an ethic of integrity, 
leadership and service 
and devoting itself to 

spreading a balanced vision of 
Islam based on recognized and 
orthodox ideals infused with 
spiritual depth. We are confi -
dent in this great institution’s 

ability to restore its status as 
a historical giant, and exert its 
infl uence on the articulation of 
Islam in Egypt and throughout 
the Muslim world. Now is the 
time to support institutions that 
seek to articulate an Islam suit-
able to the modern world, with 
impeccable scholarly creden-
tials, and the worldwide prestige 
necessary to succeed in creating 
a better world. … The Azhar 
has been blessed throughout 
the centuries to have met with 
the acceptance of the masses of 
Muslims, the umma or the Glob-
al Muslim Community at large. 
In addition, its central location 
between the Muslim East and 
West, and North and South has 
meant that many delegations of 
the Muslim world have passed 
through it. This has resulted in 
a cosmopolitan outlook, open-
minded and respectful of the 
various particularities of Mus-
lim scholarship in its various 
geographical areas … ■

BERLIN

Pride of the Jews and Ornament to the City
150th anniversary of the grand New Synagogue

ANNUAL DIALOGUE REPORT

 Who Should Adequately Represent Muslims?
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“   This house conveys the German 
Jewish experience at large
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DANIEL TCHETCHIK

Sunny Side Up
Israeli photographer captures his country’s fi re

By Elisabeth Neu

A sheepdog circling its 
herd on scorched soil, 
a red-head squinting 
in the light, a burning 

car, dazed people making their 
way through hazy streets – the 
narrative that binds landscape, 
man and beast together is … 
heat. Daniel Tchetchik’s pic-
tures make you feel the burning, 
scorching, searing sun but also 
depict a sun giving life and in-

spiration. Through his lens, the 
Israeli photographer is investi-
gating, as he puts it, “the eff ect 
of the Middle Eastern heat on 
the human condition.” Or as 
writer Meir Shalev, who penned 
a postscript to Tchetchik’s new 
book Sunburn, says: “There are 
places in the world where the 
sun is soft and good … Here the 
sun is hot, for better and for 
worse, and the people are also 
hot, for better and worse.”

Taken at the time leading up 
to the 2014 war in Gaza, dur-
ing operation “Protective Edge” 
and after, Tchetchik, also staff  
photographer with Israeli daily 

Ha’aretz, draws you to the sun 
in all its beauty and merciless-
ness. Fun and despair, life and 
death, plenty and barrenness, 
darkness and light merge. The 
situations captured are ex-
treme: people line up on gi-
gantic slides waiting to cool off  
– but there is no water in sight. 
Others take a dip in the Medi-
terranean – at once refreshing 
and dangerous. A green sports 
ground is located in the midst 
of the desert. Some folks bask 
in the sunshine whilst oth-
ers are desperate for a spot of 
shade. A dead pigeon pinned to 
the ground like a fallen Icarus.

The sun has long cast its spell 
over Tchetchik: “When I was a 
child, during endless summers, 
I used sun beams to burn holes 
and shapes on to old newspa-
pers... Today my magnifying 
glass is my camera, with every 
situation I encountered while 
creating Sunburn, I searched 
for the distance from the sub-
ject that would create the same 

intense heat that would burn 
the narrative into this body of 
work.” Tchetchik was success-
ful; this burn you can feel, just 
by looking at the pictures. 

Some photographs appear to 
have “scars”. A mishap turned 
out to be a departing point for 
new ways of seeing and preserv-
ing: “After a long day of shooting, 
I forgot several rolls of fi lm in my 

car. After developing them, I dis-
covered that the sweltering heat 
… had left severe burns on my 
negatives,” explains Tchetchik. 
“I began experimenting and inte-
grating the sun’s physical eff ects 
on my fi lm with the metaphysical 
attributes I sought to convey.”

But Tchetchik, whose works 
are part of the collection of The 
Museum of Tel Aviv and have 
been shown in the US as well as 
in India and can be seen in Ham-
burg and Berlin this summer, al-

so wants to raise questions about 
the environment, about the way 
we handle our dwindling re-
sources.

Tchetchik’s book Sunburn, re-
cently launched by Kehrer art 
publishers, is a hot item in itself: 
beautifully designed, lavishly 
fi nished, with the French fl ap 
cover unfolding into a poster – 
or a sunshade … ■

Daniel Tchetchik Sunburn

Daniel Tchetchik Sunburn
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By Franziska Knupper

Raz is disappointed. It is 
Friday evening, Shab-
bat has just begun, and 
he is alone at home. “It’s 

a very strange feeling,” says the 
young graphic designer. “I’m 
used to having the entire family 
gather at my parents’ house on 
Fridays. Now I’m fi nally living 
in Israel but I’m alone at Shab-
bat. This isn’t how I pictured it.” 
Raz, who is 27, emigrated from 
France to Israel a year and a 
half ago. A native of Nantes, he 
had a hard time getting used to 
Tel Aviv – the heat, the Medi-
terranean temperament, the 
language, the prices. But as an 
observant Jew, Raz has never 
regretted his decision to leave 
for the Holy Land. He’s glad he 
can take Shabbat off  work with-
out having to make amends to 
his employer and he likes being 
able to wear the kippah every-
where without drawing awk-
ward glances. All of this was 
more diffi  cult in Nantes. “And 
there’s a kosher restaurant on 
every corner here,” he adds.

Weekend leisure

Raz’s happiness was com-
plete when he met his Israeli 
girlfriend – Iris, who has long 
red hair and limbs dotted with 
freckles. After just a year, he 
and Iris were engaged. But Iris 
is secular. A Tel Aviv native, Iris 
works for a startup, is a social 
media devotee, and has little in-
terest in religion. On this Friday 
evening, she’s again busy else-
where. “She promised me she’d 
be back for dinner. But it looks 
like she’ll be late,” Raz says, ad-
justing the kippah on his dark 
brown hair. Sporting a three-
day beard, white linen shirt and 
suede shoes, Raz already looks 
like a true Israeli. He and Iris 
live in Jaff a, the Arab section of 
Tel Aviv. It’s become increas-

ingly popular with young peo-
ple, who are drawn there by 
lower rents and tasty hummus. 
Raz and Iris also feel at home in 
the bohemian atmosphere. Raz 
says he does not need to live 
next door to a yeshiva. But he 
does want to be able to live an 
observant life within the mod-
ern world, openly and without 
inhibition.

Raz rises from the white rat-
tan chair and sets out bread and 
wine. There’s also a casserole, 
prepared by Iris the day before. 
“I’m happy to make an eff ort,” 
Iris says. “But I’m not prepared to 
change who I am for the sake of a 
man.” In her industry, weekends 
are key; they’re the time when 
important events take place, a 
time for networking and forg-
ing new contacts. “Our startup 
deals with recreation and leisure 
activities. So of course I need to 
know what Tel Aviv has to off er 
on the weekend.” Saturdays are 
her only day off  during the week, 
so she doesn’t want to be tied up 
at home. 

Iris’ friends are constantly ask-
ing her where her better half 

is hiding. “And I always 
give them the same an-
swer: he’s at home, keep-
ing Shabbat.” She does 
appreciate her fi ancé’s 
religious faith, she says. 
In today’s world, it’s a 
sign of seriousness and 
self-confi dence to be able 
to live according to one’s 
ideals, without compro-
mise. “But doesn’t every 
relationship entail com-
promise?”

Burden of observance

 It was questions such as 
these that led Dimi to ar-
rive at his decision. Three 
years ago, he left Israel for 
Berlin to pursue a career 
as a jazz musician. And to 
forge his own path, away 
from the confi nes of Ju-

daism. “My family isn’t strictly 
observant, but the emotions 
and traditions surrounding the 
entire topic were practically 
suff ocating me.” Dimi’s parents 
emigrated from Russia to Israel 
in the 1980s; the Holy Land and 
religion occupy an important 
place in their day-to-day lives. 
Far away from home, Dimi feels 
a sense of freedom. “In a big fam-
ily like mine, all the obligations 
were almost like a second job – 
bnei mitzvot, birthdays, funer-
als, weddings, and then every 

Friday evening and ideally also 
Saturday mid-day. It was all too 
much for me.” As a jazz pianist, 
he has many weekend perfor-
mances in bars and hotels. Dimi 
was tired of forever having to 
apologize to his family. 

“That constant sense of guilt is 
fi nally gone.” For 25-year-old Di-
mi, it was impossible to escape 
that pressure in Israel. Leaving 
seemed the only option. In Eu-
rope today, religion is a purely 
private matter, and in Berlin Di-
mi has found many kindred spir-
its. So does he see a future for 
himself here? “Yes, absolutely. 
Here, I can live without all that 
pressure. And fi nd a girlfriend 
who is OK with that.”

Raz, by contrast, wants to give 
a greater role to religious obli-
gations in his daily life. That’s 
what motivated his decision to 
emigrate. “I never imagined that 
after fi nally arriving in Israel, I’d 
fall in love with a secular Jewish 
woman.” He had hoped to fi nd 
a woman with whom he would 
share a life of observance. A 
woman who would accompany 

him to the market on Friday 
afternoons, and then remain at 
home to prepare the evening 
meal; who would invite friends 
and family, who would attend 
synagogue with him on holidays. 
“He has to make that appealing 
to me, and he’s got his work cut 
out. I really hate sitting among 
those devout women in the gal-
lery,” Iris complains. “If he takes 
the initiative, maybe I’ll follow 
him. But he shouldn’t expect 
that the initiative will come from 
me.” Iris is opposed to the tradi-

tional gender roles of observant 
Judaism. On Passover, Raz took 
it for granted that as a wom-
an, Iris would scour the house 
from top to bottom, sweep the 
crumbs out of every corner, and 
purchase new Passover dishes. 
“I didn’t do that. So on the holi-
day we didn’t have so much as a 
knife and fork that he was will-
ing to eat with.” 

In Iris’s view, many Jewish 
men are looking for something 
like a second mother, a woman 
who will maintain the tradi-
tions of their childhoods. She 
doesn’t want to be pushed into 
that role. “I’m prepared to ad-
mire him for his commitment to 
a way of life, as long as he does 
the same for me.”

This summer, Dimi plans to 
perform with various bands at 
diff erent festivals. He’ll spend a 
lot of time on the road. “If I had 
a religious girlfriend, I know that 
I couldn’t expect her to accom-
pany me.” Dimi says that Juda-
ism is not really comparable to 
today’s moderate and measured 
Christianity – and it’s diffi  cult to 

reconcile with the twenty-fi rst 
century. “You can’t just go to the 
synagogue every two months. It’s 
all or nothing.” He believes that 
a relationship like Iris and Raz’s 
is very complicated. Especially 
once children arrive, the poten-
tial for confl ict becomes even 
more pressing. What school 
will the children attend? Will 
daughters be required to marry? 
Will there be a big bat mitzvah 
celebration? Iris knows that the 
future will bring diffi  culties. “Of 
course I ask myself how we’ll 
manage to raise children, with 
our diff erences. I’ve done every-
thing I could to emancipate my-
self from religion. Should I give 
all that up now? For love?” ■“ You can’t just go to the 

synagogue every two 
months. It’s all or nothing
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By Robert Kahn

The Yiddish Summer Weimar Festi-
val for me is a place where I grow 
as an artist and a person, where I 

meet the best teachers and artists in the 
fi eld of klezmer music and Yiddish song, 
where I create my own musical projects,” 
says Sveta Kundish. “It’s a place of inspi-
ration and deep learning.” She is dedi-
cated to a variety of Jewish music styles: 
born in Ukraine, Kundish began studying 
music when she was seven and continued 
her musical training in Israel. She holds 
a BA in musicology, studied Yiddish mu-
sic in Nehama Lifshitz’s master class 
and graduated in 2011 from the Prayner 
Konservatorium in Vienna. Today, she 
is enrolled at the Cantorial School at the 
Abraham Geiger College in Potsdam. The 
Yiddish Summer Weimar introduces the 
soprano as a “rising-star singer,” and she 
is one of the soloists featured in the fes-
tival’s opening concert, “The Voices of 
Ashkenaz.”

The title of this year’s Yiddish Summer 
Weimar, Bobe Mayses, looks back to a 
sixteenth-century Yiddish verse romance, 
the Bovo-Buch by the Renaissance scholar 
Elia Levita, which relates the chivalric ad-
ventures of the hero Bovo d’Antona. This 
romance, fi rst composed in 1507, soon be-
came one of the most popular works of 
Jewish secular literature and remained so 
over the next fi ve hundred years. While 

in Yiddish, bobe is an aff ectionate name 
for grandmother, and mayse means tale 
or story, the term bobe mayse, however, 
probably derives from this very book. It 

is only fi tting to start this 
year’s festival with a mu-
sic project that reinter-
prets a shared tradition 
of Yiddish and German 
folksongs as part of a rich 
cultural matrix.

A turning point

For the past 15 years, the 
Yiddish Summer Wei-
mar Festival (YSW) has 
brought Yiddish culture 
to this historic site of Ger-
man Classicism. Evolving 
from summer klezmer 
workshops conducted by 
the international klezmer 
band Brave Old World, 
the program has devel-
oped a reputation for 
being one of the most 
intense learning experi-
ences among Yiddish cul-
tural events worldwide. 
Every year, artists, schol-
ars and participants from 
two dozen countries meet 
at festival events and 

workshops over a period 
of several weeks, and many of the dedi-
cated students who returned year after 
year have become teachers; for example 
Janina Wurbs, one of the leading experts 

on Yiddish language and culture of her 
generation. She has a special knowledge 
of diff erent Yiddish dialects. “For many 
of the participants, including myself, the 
YSW workshops with Alan Bern became 
a turning point in our lives, both profes-
sionally and artistically,” she says.

The 2016 festival program, which is 
funded by the German Federal Cultur-
al Foundation, includes a conference 
on “Historically Informed Performance 
Practice,” fi gure theatre performances 
and a dance piece; “Gilgul” plays on 
the tradition of modern stage dances 
based on a Yiddish vocabulary of move-
ment. The musical director of Brave Old 
World, Alan Bern, serves as the Artistic 
Director of YSW and has from the very 
beginning aspired to a high standard, 
seeking a deeper understanding of East-
ern European Jewish expressive culture 
based on the shared cultural traits of all 
European cultures. 

He and his team are in tune with to-
day’s Jewish landscape, and one of this 
year’s highlights is a Yiddish Song con-
cert in the Jewish Culture Center of Er-
furt, home to a 750-member-strong 
Jewish community. ■

Yiddish Summer Weimar takes place from 
July 10-August 12, with a Festival Week 
featuring program highlights from August 
1–6. For further information, see:
http://yiddishsummer.eu/
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By Hartmut Bomhoff 

J ewish tradition com-
pares Moses Mendelssohn 
(1729−1786) to the biblical 

prophet Moses and to the medi-
eval sage Maimonides. Indeed, 
like the prophet, Mendelssohn 
led his people to new horizons. 
His brethren did not have to 
leave Germany, “and yet Men-
delssohn found a Palestine to 
lead them to: the cultured class,” 
as a family chronicler put it. Es-
teemed by his Christian con-
temporaries as much as by his 
Jewish ones, the merchant phi-
losopher helped to usher in the 
Haskalah – the Jewish Enlight-
enment – and to break down 
barriers between Jewish and Eu-
ropean cultures. Apart from his 

philosophical works, he is fi rst 
of all remembered for a project 
to help Jews relate their own re-
ligious tradition to German cul-
ture – a translation of the Torah 

into German, printed in Hebrew 
characters.

The city of Berlin, Mendels-
sohn’s home for more than 40 
years, basks happily in the glo-
ry of the Jewish Socrates who 
served as direct inspiration for 
the title character of Lessing’s 
1779 play “Nathan the Wise.” 
Since 1979, the city awards the 
annual Moses Mendelssohn 
Prize to foster tolerance to-
wards dissident thinkers and 
between peoples and religions, 
but there was no memorial to 
honor the pioneer of modern 
Judaism himself.

This summer, Berlin fi nally re-
ceived a place of remembrance. 
Israeli artist Micha Ullman cre-
ated on the empty site of Men-
delssohn’s home the silhouette 

of what was once the house fa-
cade with its twelve windows, 
formed from black granite slabs 
that are set into the ground and 
refl ect the sky when it rains. 

Ullman has called it 
“House of Hope”.

Here, at the very 
corner of today’s Karl 
Liebknecht Strasse 
and Spandauer Stras-
se, stood the building 
which was not only 
home to Mendels-
sohn and his family 
from 1762 on but also 
the former residence 
of several fi gures of 
the Enlightenment, 
including Gotthold 
Ephraim Lessing and 
Christoph Friedrich 
Nicolai. While living 
in Spandauer Stras-
se 68, Mendelsohn 
experienced both 
recognition and hu-
miliation. He, who 
had to make a living as share-
holder in a silk factory, was 
given his revocable privilege of 
residence only in 1763, when he 
had won a contest held by the 
Prussian Academy of Arts for 
his essay “On Evidence of the 
Metaphysical Sciences,” beat-
ing out Immanuel Kant. Freder-
ick the Great then granted him 
the status of “Protected Jew” 
but struck Mendelssohn’s name 
from the list of members pro-
posed by the Berlin Academy 

of Sciences in 1771. Twelve years 
later, the king spoke of him as 
“the famous Jewish scholar” 
but it was not until a year af-
ter Mendelssohn’s death in 1786 
that his widow Fromet was per-
mitted to buy the building.

On Moses Mendelssohn’s 
100th birthday in 1829, a mar-
ble plaque was mounted on 
the house, reading: ”In this 
house / Moses Mendelssohn 
/ Lived and created eternity”. 
This was the fi rst public trib-

ute paid to a commoner in Ber-
lin. The building, however, was 
demolished in 1887. Only in 
2007, when about 280 descen-
dants of Moses and Fromet 
Mendelssohn met for a fam-
ily reunion in Berlin, was the 
initiative taken to promote a 
memorial to their progenitor. 
“I create places that are emp-
ty and allow self-encounter,” 
comments Micha Ullman on 
his memorial fl oor sculpture.
“They force us to remember.”  ■

A House of Hope beneath the Ground
New fl oor sculpture evokes historical home of Moses Mendelssohn

YIDDISH SUMMER WEIMAR

The Face and Voice of Ashkenaz
A festival explores European legends and Yiddish crossovers 

Singer Sveta Kundish

“  I create places that are empty 
and allow self-encounter
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By Dieter Sattler

When Herbert Mar-
cuse, one of the 
leading lights of the 

Frankfurt School, held a talk 
in Rome in 1968, he was inter-
rupted constantly by Daniel 
Cohn-Bendit. The German-
French student leader, who to-
day is a Green Party politician, 
demanded that Marcuse give an 
accounting of his “scandalous 
past” as a CIA operative during 
the Second World War. This 
accusation was mistaken from 
start to fi nish. During the war, 
Marcuse had indeed worked 
for the US intelligence service. 
At the time, though, the agen-
cy was still called the Offi  ce of 
Strategic Services (OSS). More 
importantly, however, was the 
fact that the work carried out 
by Herbert Marcuse, together 
with his colleagues Otto Kirch-
heimer and Franz Neumann, 
was anything but reprehensi-
ble. From 1943 on, Marcuse and 
his two fellow Frankfurt School 
theorists worked as 
analysts, compiling 
intelligence reports 
on Nazi Germany, 
evaluating the social 
and political mood 
among the German 
people, and analyz-
ing the leadership 
structures of the Nazi 
regime.

These analyses, 
originally published 
as the Secret Reports 
on Nazi Germany and now re-
leased in a German translation 
published by Campus Verlag, 
make for compelling reading. 
Marcuse and his fellow scholars 
analyzed material made avail-

able to them by the intelligence 
services. This material was de-
rived from interrogations of 
prisoners of war, intercepted 
telephone conversations, war 
reports, newspaper articles, 
and offi  cial Nazi propaganda. 
The sociologists and philoso-
phers of the Frankfurt School 
who had ended up in the US af-
ter fl eeing Nazi Germany had an 
understandably vital interest in 
taking part in the battle against 
Hitler. In turn, their reports and 
analyses were taken very seri-
ously by US intelligence author-
ities, and would go on to play 
an important role in the devel-
opment of wartime strategy. Af-
ter the war, Franz Neumann’s 
scholarship on universal law 
and morality also helped shape 
preparations for the charges
 fi led at the Nuremberg Trials. 

With only fragmentary infor-
mation to work with, the reports 
compiled by the three analysts 
could not always fully capture 
the realities of Nazism – but 
they painted a surprisingly ac-

curate picture. After Stalingrad, 
for example, they set out to ex-
amine whether the realization of 
inevitable defeat might present 
an opening within the regime’s 
leadership. Was it conceivable 

that the party leadership might 
consider removing Hitler from 
power and open the door to ne-

gotiations with the 
Soviet Union and 
the western Allies, 
in hopes of preserv-
ing the core of the 
Reich?

In a sense, the 
failed putsch of July 
20, 1944 would ulti-
mately lend support 
to that speculation. 
Although the Ger-
man military was 
deeply implicated in 

the crimes of the regime, some 
elements within the military re-
mained capable of oppositional 
thought and action.

The Frankfurt School analysts 
also closely observed how the 

subordination of the Home Ar-
my under the command of SS 
Chief Heinrich Himmler served 
to hold the “home front” togeth-
er through the use of terror. And 
despite the rising sense of de-
spair within Germany, the ana-
lysts cautioned against the hope 
that the regime could be toppled 
from within.

Indeed, until the bitter end, the 
German population would con-
tinue to mobilize all its resources 
in aid of a regime in which they 
had largely lost faith. This was 
in part because the regime had 
expertly stoked their fear of the 
Russians, but also because the 
entire German people knew they 
had become complicit in the 
crimes of the regime – a com-
plicity for which they also knew 
they were unlikely to escape 

punishment. Ever perceptive, 
this, too, was accurately pre-
dicted by the Frankfurt analysts, 
even before the full dimensions 
of the crimes that had been com-
mitted against Jews had become 
known.

Herbert Marcuse, Otto Kirch-
heimer and Franz Neumann 
continued their work for the in-
telligence services even after the 
defeat of Nazi Germany, submit-
ting their fi nal report in 1949. 
Their postwar analyses focused 
mainly on the prospects for re-
building Germany. Whenever 
possible, their postwar plans 
for democratic revival sought to 
sway Germany in the direction 
of democratic socialism – and in 
this, too, they remained entirely 
in keeping with the ideals of the 
Frankfurt School. ■

FRANKFURT SCHOOL

Jewish Intelligence
Emigrant philosophers against Hitler during WW II

Frankfurt’s shul: the origin of Jewish learning

The other day, at 
the book launch of a 
primer on Judaism, 
the audience’s com-
ments ranged from 
the question of how 
to believe in God af-
ter Auschwitz, to Ho-
locaust denial – but 
the most disturbing 
query was: “Why are 
there no jokes?” Even 
now, in a fi lm pro-
duction meeting, the 

gentile investors ask for more humor to be added to 
the script. Apparently, Jews have to be droll comedi-
ans to fulfi ll their proper role in today’s society.

No joke: time and again, we try to break down preju-
dices, fears and stereotypes, but we are not succeed-
ing at making it clear that Jews are not necessarily 
funny. In his slim book Smart Jews, Sander Gilman 
addresses one of the most controversial theories of 
our day: the alleged connection between race, or eth-

nicity, intelligence, and virtue. Gilman demonstrates 
how stereotypes can permeate society, fi nding ex-
pression in everything from scientifi c work to popular 
culture, and shows how the seemingly fl attering at-
tribution of superior intelligence has served to isolate 
Jews and to cast upon them the imputation of lesser 
virtue. “There are more than a few people, especially 
among the cultural élite,“ observed Hannah Arendt in 
1963, “who still publicly regret the fact that Germany 
sent Einstein packing, without realizing that it was 
a much greater crime to kill little Hans Cohn from 
around the corner, even though he was no genius.” 
The very same applies to the allegation that the cho-
sen people were chosen for the quality of their jokes. 
In her book No Joke. Making Jewish Humor, Ruth R. 
Wisse argues that there is no such thing as specifi cally 
Jewish humor, “just as there is no such thing as Jewish 
physics, even though Jews have won a quarter of all 
Nobel Prizes in the subject so far.”

Yes, there are many Jews in comedy, but that ap-
plies most of all to the U.S. entertainment industry. 
“Entertainment is always seized by the downtrodden 
and disenfranchised,” explains David Steinberg, him-

self a comedy icon, in regard to the traditional role of 
Jewish humor. “And that was Jews back in the day.” 
Today, the majority of Jews are quite ordinary people 
who don’t have to cope anymore with the experience 
of living between two worlds, ethnic and mainstream. 

Too much humor is sometimes bad for the Jews; 
some comedians can’t help staging Jewish clichés 
while joke collections only perpetuate stereotypes. 
And don’t we all know that kind of rabbi who might 
be a hilarious story teller, a jester beloved by non-Jew-
ish audiences, but lacks synagogue skills and some 
gravitas?

In Central Europe, where people still struggle with 
the memory of the Holocaust and the voids and shifts 
it created, basic things like Jewish food, music, and 
jokes might serve as low-threshold opportunities for 
encounter and exchange. We cannot simply shrug 
this off  as deculpabilization by belated cultural rec-
ognition, but do we really have to act Jewish to fi t into 
some comic image? The politics of laughter say a lot 
about the ambiguity of inclusion and exclusion. Only 
when people laugh with each other and at themselves, 
will diff erent cultures get on together.  ■

You Don’t Have to Be That Funny
BOMHOFF RECOMMENDS
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“  Their reports would go 
on to play an important 
role in the development 
of wartime strategy
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Space for creative thought in contemporary art: the art space HALL 14 in the Leipzig cotton mill. 

Saxony brings modern art to life 
Discovering art and culture in and around Saxony

Where once cotton fibre was 

processed into yarn is now one of 

the hottest art centres in Europe. 

More than 100 artists work 

undisturbed on their creations 

in the former Leipzig cotton mill 

while visitors wander round the 

galleries and exhibition halls, 

enjoying thrilling insights into 

contemporary art. Stars such as 

Neo Rauch, Tilo Baumgärtel or 

Matthias Weischer all do their 

part to lend a special charisma 

to the picturesque site. Right 

next door, young graduates from 

the Art Academy, installation 

artists, sculptors and upcoming 

photographers are engrossed in 

experimenting with their ideas. 

The Leipzig art factory is 

only one of the many cultural 

beacons in Saxony. Others 

include the Dresden Semperoper, 

the Gunzenhauser Museum 

in Chemnitz, the Robert-

Schumann-Haus in Zwickau and 

the St Thomas Boys Choir in 

Leipzig. In the best sense of the 

word, Saxony is a cultural region 

since culture here receives the 

greatest promotion of all German 

states.

If you not only enjoy art and 

culture in and around Saxony 

and would also like to discover 

the Free State of Saxony for 

yourself, have a look at the film 

„Life is a Dance“ by the young 

video artist Sebastian Linda. He 

shot this creative declaration 

of love for his adopted home at 

35 locations in the free state, 

together with the break-dance 

group „THE SAXONZ“. The 

four-minute clip is available for 

viewing on Youtube channel 

„Simply Saxony“. You will 

find other exciting insights 

on our website, on Facebook 

or on our Instagram channel  

@SimplySaxony. Check us out!

www.simply-saxony.com

to have cast Albrecht Castell, who came 
from the Franconian village of Castell, 
in a supporting role. Albrecht Castell 
was the second son of the family head. 
His older brother was designated to 
take over the estate of the old aristo-
cratic dynasty, including its vineyards 
and the family bank. Albrecht would 
have to make his way as a pastor, a mili-
tary offi  cer, or an academic. But the Na-
zis caused this seemingly well-ordered 
world to collapse. The elder Prince Cas-
tell and his fi rst-born son fell during the 
fi nal days of the Second World War. At 
just 20 years of age, Albrecht, who had 

just been demobilized, 
was forced to begin re-
building the family’s ru-
ined estate, on which the 
entire village of Castell 
depended for its liveli-
hood. 

The young man had no 
business plan. Nor did 
he possess any formal 
business training; he had 
learned only the noxious 

trade of a soldier, which he would hate 
for the rest of his life. But Albrecht Cas-
tell did possess trust in God – and for 
him that also meant trust in his fellow 

man, and their essential honesty and 
dedication. Together with local labor-
ers, he rebuilt his estate. Together with 
his employees, he rebuilt his bank. The 
physical damage to the estate and its 
surroundings, at least, could be re-
paired. But the spiritual damage could 
not be so easily undone – and the re-
gion’s former Jewish residents did not 
return, choosing instead to remain in 
the places where they had sought ref-
uge. Many made their homes in Israel 
or in the United States – many local 
Jews had also been killed.

After 1945, most Germans wanted to 
turn the page on the past. They pre-
ferred to believe this past could simply 
be forgotten, even as they piously went 
to church every Sunday and prayed for 
forgiveness. But Albrecht Castell refused 
to participate in that deceit. “Jews are 
part of our faith and our history. I refuse 

to simply forget them. To the contrary. 
I wish to remember them. Without re-
spite.” There was no sting to his words; 
his voice was cordial, but resolute. And 
even more importantly: Castell acted as 
he spoke.

The Jewish Community of Würzburg 
– those people who had returned after 
the war – led a very modest existence. 
In 1992, after the collapse of the So-
viet Union, more and more Jews be-
gan to arrive in Germany. Castell was 
one of the fi rst non-Jews to recognize 
this as an opportunity to rebuild a vi-
able Jewish community in Germany. It 
was largely thanks to his energy and 
his sponsorship that Würzburg became 
home to a modern Jewish center, which 
meanwhile enjoys an international re-
putation. 

A pious Christian, Castell enjoyed go-
ing to the synagogue to celebrate Shab-
bat with “his” community. He was also 
a frequent visitor to Israel, especially at 
times when the Jewish state was unusu-
ally beleaguered. And his acts were nev-
er one of duty, but of an infectious joy.

Several weeks ago, Albrecht Prince of 
Castell-Castell died peacefully at age 
90. His neighborly charity will remain 
alive in memory. ■

By Rafael Seligmann

Throughout his life, Albrecht zu 
Castell was a model of joyful char-
ity. And indeed, it was not only his 

many acts of charity but also the joy with 
which he carried them out that captures 
the essence of his nature. One might say 
that, joy or no joy, what matters is the 
charity is given. But love is not an eco-
nomic transaction. We humans thirst for 
love but we can always sense whether 
this affection is real or a sham. With Al-
brecht Castell, one could always be cer-
tain that his love came from every fiber 

of his being. Castell’s emotional strength 
inspired those around him, lent them a 
sense of security and won the hearts of 
all he touched. Fate initially appeared 

“  Helping to rebuild 
a viable Jewish 
community in Germany

A MENTSH

Joyful Compassion
Albrecht Prince Castell (1925–2016)
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WELCOME TO

CHINA CLUB BERLIN

Germany’s most exclusive club is 

located in the center of the capital. 

Elegant and cosmopolitan, China Club Berlin 

is a gathering point for the economic, 

social and cultural elite. 

East meets west – A place for 

encounters, inspiration and enjoyment.

CHINA CLUB BERLIN

www.china-club-berlin.com

Phone: +49 30 2091 20

Repentance, Prayer and Charity 
Admitting our shortcomings is the most meaningful off ering
By Hartmut Bomhoff 

Young Kohanim Reenact Shavuot 
Temple Offerings,” was recently 
a breaking news-headline in Jeru-

salem. Marking the Yom Ha-Bikkurim or 
“Day of the First Fruits,” a new group of 
pirchei kohanim (young priests) enthu-
siastically practiced the first fruits ritual 
with their eyes on Temple Mount. After-
wards, adult kohanim demonstrated the 
full Shavuot service, including the Twin 
Loaves offering. Offerings, priests and the 
blasting of silver trumpets by the Levites? 
Why are they focusing on rituals that have 
not been practiced for about 2,000 years, 
since the destruction of the Second Tem-
ple? Haven’t prayers as the service of the 
heart superseded the sacrifices? 
“The world has never been so 
ready for the rebuilding of the 
Third Holy Temple in Jerusa-
lem,” commented Rabbi Chaim 
Richman, international director 
of the Temple Institute. “Today’s 
event was yet another sign of 
the spiritual awakening that is 
growing stronger every day.”

The Temple Institute claims to have re-
searched all relevant halachic information 
and has recreated over 60 sacred vessels 
for use in the Temple. However, what is 
old is not necessarily the best. The zealots’ 
efforts are in stark contrast to the general 
reverence for the vanished Temple, ex-

plains Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman, who 
holds the Chair in Liturgy, Worship, and 
Ritual at Hebrew Union College: “Offi-
cially, the Rabbis hoped some day to see 
the Temple rebuilt, and many traditional 
prayers still express that wish, but in prac-
tice, they have almost never sought to act 
on their theory. The Rabbis justified their 
inaction by explaining that God would re-
build the Temple whenever history ended 
and the Messiah arrived. Jews were forbid-
den to rebuild it themselves, so until the 
end of time, instead of sacrificing, they 
would pray.”

Over the course of the summer, there is 
a time in which the Jewish calendar evokes 
historical memory for the Jewish people: 
it is the period leading up from the 17th 

of Tammuz, when the Temple walls were 
breached, to the Ninth of Av, when the 
Temple was destroyed. A mourning day, 
Tisha be’Av itself reminds us of a number 
of disasters in Jewish history, primarily the 
destruction of both the First and Second 
Temples, but also the murder of the Ten 
Martyrs by the Romans, pogroms  during 

the Crusades, and the Holocaust. The 
Shabbat preceding the Ninth of Av is called 
Shabbat Chazon, “Shabbat of Vision.” The 
chassidic master Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchev said that on this special Shab-
bat, every Jewish soul is shown a vision 
of the third Holy Temple. The purpose of 
this vision is to arouse within every Jew a 
yearning to actually see this edifice which 

will be built by God. For the generations 
struck and traumatized by the Shoah, the 
founding of the state of Israel brought a 
strong sense of unified peoplehood into 
the modern Jewish experience – it was a 
taste of perfection, with much work in the 
world left to bring it about: We need to 
build a State of Israel that is shaped by jus-
tice and peace.  ■

“ Judaism has proved its 
ability to evolve and adapt The Knesset Menorah dates back to the  me of the First Temple in Jerusalem
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