
THE FIRST VICTIMS

Mohammed Abu Khdeir

Gilad Shaar Eyal Yifrah

“The shedding of innocent blood is against morality, it is against the Torah and 
Judaism, it is against the basis of our life in this country.” – Mother of Naftali

AND A VOICE OF HUMANITY

Na  ali Fraenkel

Just like personal relation-
ships, ties between states 
must be based on mutual 
respect to survive. The lack 

of this respect towards Germany 
is the underlying cause of the 
crisis in bilateral relations with 
the United States.  

Since the Second World War, 
German-American ties might 
best be described as a father-
son relationship. This was espe-
cially true of the time after 1949, 
when the Fed-
eral Republic 
was founded. 
Support from 
the US was a 
key factor in 
the prosper-
ity and growing 
international 
recognition of 
West German 
democracy. US 
troops safe-
guarded West 
Germany’s ex-
istence. And again, after the 
Berlin Wall fell in 1989 it was 
Washington’s backing that 
kept the door open for German 
reunifi cation within the frame-
work of the Western commu-
nity of states. West Germany’s 
European partners, notably 
the UK’s Margaret Thatcher 
and French president François 
Mitterrand, opposed reunifi ca-

tion. Italian Prime Minister Gi-
ulio Andreotti quipped that he 
loved Germany so much that he 
wanted two of them. But Wash-
ington delivered the political le-
verage to make a reality out of 
German reunifi cation.  

Perhaps necessarily, this par-
amount role of the US for the 
foundation and success of Ger-
man democracy led to a pater-
nalistic attitude in Washington 
toward Berlin. Policymakers in 

Washington dis-
regarded that a 
reunited Germa-
ny had “grown up” 
and begun to fl ex 
its own muscles. 
Berlin’s refusal to 
join the invasion 
of Iraq was an 
initial signal that 
however was not  
taken seriously in 
Washington.   

That the Obama 
Administration 

spied on Germany and bugged 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
cell phone is a sign of reckless-
ness spawned by presumptu-
ous attitudes. The chancellor’s 
warnings to stop the snooping 
were ignored. The most re-
cent cases of espionage by US 
intelligence services in Berlin 
ministries and authorities are 
“simply dumb,” as a German 
minister called it. And sudden-
ly, those same policymakers in 
Washington feel exposed. 

The current crisis in East-
ern Europe shows how neces-
sary a unifi ed NATO and EU 
response would be – to stamp 
out the danger of a world con-
fl agration with its incalculable 
consequences for the peace of 
the world.

The explanation for this de-
velopment lies in the expansive 
strategy of President Vladimir 
Putin, intent upon ruling the 
former territories of the Soviet 
Union, as well as the fanned 
nationalism in these territo-
ries, especially in Ukraine.  The 
scenario could repeat itself in 
the Baltic states. 

Germany has not forgotten 
the United States’ support. 
Both countries need one an-
other, both politically and eco-
nomically. Washington would 
be well advised to show its Ger-
man ally more respect. Berlin 
would surely take note, with 
gratifi cation.  ■

ESSAY

Gabriel: Defend 
Western Values
The West must stabilize itself 
again as a community of val-
ues, postulates Vice-Chancellor 
and SPD-head Sigmar Gabriel 
against the background of the 
Ukrainian crisis. Authoritarian 
rulers have to understand that 
the West will defend its core val-
ues together, writes Germany’s 
Federal Minister of Economics 
in the JVG.   PAGE 4

INTERVIEW

Schmidt Favors 
Pragmatism
Germany’s Federal Minister of 
Agriculture, Christian Schmidt 
(CSU) advocates freedom of 
choice in the debate about geneti-
cally modifi ed food. “Anyone who 
wants genetically modifi ed prod-
ucts can have them, and whoever 
doesn’t can turn elsewhere,” he 
says in an interview with the JVG. 
Schmidt decidedly supports TTIP 
negotiations.  PAGE 3

Human Rights & Narcissism

Today Germany is a respect-
ed member of the interna-

tional community, which I re-
cently saw spotlighted in Israel. 
As rockets arced through the 
sky over Tel Aviv, in a public 
viewing zone on the beach I 
watched Israeli soccer fans 
cheering the German team on 
against Brazil. Decades ago that 
would have been unimaginable. 

The World Cup triumph will 
not make Germans arrogant. In 
this edition we feature an essay 
by Germany’s Vice-Chancellor 
Sigmar Gabriel that, looking at 
the crisis in Ukraine, demands 
more respect for human- and 

civil rights. In an interview, 
German Cabinet member 
Christian Schmidt hails Ger-
man-Israeli friendship. His Is-
raeli counterpart Yuval Stein-
itz confi rms that view, while 
expressing disappointment at 
Berlin’s unwillingness to de-
liver warships to Israel in light 
of the Jewish State’s settlement 
policy.  

Concern over the security of 
Israel and the region’s people 
prompts us to off er a commen-
tary that identifi es the essenti-
sals of a negotiated settlement. 
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Respect Needed

“  Germany and 
the United 
States need one 
another, both 
politically and 
economically
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